


Overcome
John 16:25-33

Look at these incredible promises from last week:

“In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of the Father in my name, he will give it to you. Until now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full.” John 16:23-24

We saw last week with Jesus’ line, “In a little while you will see me no longer, then a little while and you will see me,” there was a triple meaning. First, those words were fulfilled in his death and resurrection. He died, so they didn’t see him. Then he rose, and they did see him again. Second, they looked to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit just 50 days after Passover, on the day of Pentecost. They would see Jesus again in the person of the Holy Spirit who would be with them from that time on. And the final fulfillment will be when Jesus comes back, and we see him again face to face. 

“In that day,” I believe, contains all three meanings as well. 

“In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of the Father in my name, he will give it to you. Until now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full.” John 16:23-24
· After the resurrection
· After the outpouring of the Holy Spirit
· When Jesus comes back in glory

There was a major progression in understanding that took place after Jesus rose from the dead. “OHHHHHH… That’s what you meant when you said that confusing stuff about the Son of Man being betrayed and killed and then rising from the dead. We had no idea.”

There was another leap in understanding and boldness and power when the Holy Spirit was poured out on the disciples on the day of Pentecost. 

The final leap - the final step into full understanding will not be until Jesus comes back and rights every wrong and restores all things. Until then, we must continue to pray and ask and trust the Lord for His will and His wisdom and His timing. 

Look down at verse 29.

“‘Ah, now you are speaking plainly and not using figurative speech! Now we know that you know all things and do not need anyone to question you; this is why we believe that you came from God.’ Jesus answered them, ‘Do you now believe?’” John 16:29-31

Do you see the logic here? NOW, since you’re saying words we can understand, now we believe in you. “Now that WE KNOW that YOU KNOW all things.” Now that you’ve helped us understand your teachings we don’t need to question you anymore to help you clarify the nonsense you were saying. NOW that we understand, NOW we believe.

Jesus said, “Do you?” 

Are you sure? Guys, your faith is about to be tested - like in one hour when they come to arrest me. And by the way you’re all going to fall asleep when you should be praying. Then you’re all going to run for your lives, abandoning me to save your own skins. If that was your final exam after three years of following me, guess what? You all fail. 

“Now we believe.” Right.

Here’s the point for us today: faith comes first. Understanding comes later. We must not try to reverse the process and demand understanding in order to believe. That’s what skeptics demand. That’s what non-believers insist on. I have to understand everything completely or I won’t believe. If you could understand every aspect of the character and plans of God you wouldn’t need faith! If there were no problems in your life or in this world, nobody would need faith at all. 

Here at the end of John 16 Jesus shows us how to navigate confusion and doubt. What do we do when we don’t understand? When we don’t know WHY this or that has happened to us… Three steps to navigate confusion, and the order matters. 

How to navigate confusion and doubt:
	1. Believe that Jesus was sent by God the Father 
2. Find Peace in your relationship with Him
3. Trust God to provide Understanding in His time
	“I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” John 16:33


First, we believe that Jesus is the Son of God, sent from the Father - the Savior of the world, the Lord of heaven and earth. Step one is to trust in the Lord Jesus with all of our hearts. Step two is to find peace in our relationship with him. Verse 33 is a key verse in all of Scripture. “I have said these things to you so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have tribulation but take heart, I have overcome the world.” Peace can only be found IN CHRIST; in a relationship with Him. Third, we trust God to reveal His will, to clarify His purposes, in HIS way and HIS time. Maybe not this year. Maybe not in this life. 

The disciples flipped it. They said, “Ok, now we believe in you. Now we’ve got it. Now that we understand what you’re saying and doing, now we will believe in you.” 

Jesus shook his head and said, “Oh, fellas. You still have a long way to go.” 

So: three steps to face confusion. First.

How to navigate confusion and doubt:
1. Believe that Jesus was sent by God the Father
“I have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming when I will no longer speak to you in figures of speech but will tell you plainly about the Father.” John 16:25

Now, to be fair, Jesus did say some tricky things in John 14-16. “I’m going away and where I go you cannot come… a little while and you will not see me; then a little while and you will see me.” It was hard to understand. 

The disciples were just accepting the truth that Jesus was the Son of God, the fullness of divinity in a fully human body. Now they were trying to process the prediction of their Lord that he was going to DIE. How could the eternal Son of God die? The One who spoke the universe into being? The one who opens the eyes of the blind and raises the dead with a word of command, who speaks to storms and they stop… He is going to DIE? Can the Son of God die? Can the Lord of heaven and earth be killed? 

Who wants to come up here now and explain the incarnation – that Jesus was fully God and fully human at the same time? Anyone? Just crack that nut once and for all. It took the early church over 300 years and several huge councils with their smartest scholars working on it for years and years. And lots of people got executed in that process. It wasn’t pretty. So – any volunteers? If you prefer you can just explain the Trinity. Ready, go. 

Ok, if we struggle after 2,000 years and millions of books and articles and sermons and meetings, let’s give the disciples a little grace here. It was hard for them to understand. And the gospel writers record their challenges to encourage US. Jesus gets it. He lived with Peter, James, John and Thomas for three years. He heard all the questions; he faced all the emotions; he dealt with all the doubt and fear. 

I’m not sure about the He Gets Us campaign in terms of who’s behind it and what their agenda is. But saying Jesus gets us is true. They’re not wrong about that. He felt confusion himself. He felt doubt and fear. He was fully human. He had every normal human emotion, to the strongest degree. 

And it’s true that Jesus spoke in figures of speech. Much of his teaching was in parables. Granted, he took the time to explain things more clearly to the disciples. But still some of the parables are tricky to understand. So Jesus promises a day when he would speak more plainly. 

How to navigate confusion and doubt:
1. Believe that Jesus was sent by God the Father
“In that day you will ask in my name, and I do not say to you that I will ask the Father on your behalf.” John 16:26

Not only would Jesus’ teachings become more clear, but prayer would be more direct. Six times in these three chapters Jesus said, “Ask and you will receive.” Pray. Pray in my name. The Father will give you what you ask for. So pray!

Oh, why don’t we just pray? 

We stress and worry and plan and talk… sometimes we do everything we possibly can before finally, as a desperate last resort, we finally collapse exhausted and say, “Lord, help me.” Why don’t we start there? We’re going to end up there anyway! 

And the reason we pray is because we believe. We believe that Jesus truly is the Son of God. We believe He was sent by the Father. We believe He came to die on the cross and save us. We believe He rose again victorious over sin and death. We believe He is coming back to restore all things. We believe. That’s why we pray. Because our Father in heaven loves us and hears us and delights to answer the prayers of His children. 

How to navigate confusion and doubt:
1. Believe that Jesus was sent by God the Father
“For the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God.” John 16:27

At the moment you put your faith in Jesus you stepped into the world of God’s Trinitarian love. “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love.” We are working to memorize that verse. The love that has bonded the Godhead and that overflowed in creation and salvation is the love in which we ABIDE. 

To pray in Jesus’ name is to pray as if YOU were Jesus. As if YOU were the beloved Son of God. Because you ARE! Not in the fully divine sense. But in the fully LOVED sense. You are a son or daughter of God. You were adopted into His family forever. God the Father loves you and hears you and delights to answer your prayers. 

How to navigate confusion and doubt:
1. Believe that Jesus was sent by God the Father
“I came from the Father and have come into the world, and now I am leaving the world and going to the Father.” John 16:28

What a summary of the life and ministry of Jesus. He came from the Father. Eternity past. Eternally one with God the Father in the love of the Holy Spirit who proceeds eternally from Father and Son. Jesus came from God the Father, sent into the world that Jesus spoke into being. He was about to complete His mission of redemption by dying on the cross and rising from the dead, then would ascend back to the Father. 

Do you believe all of this? 

That’s what Jesus asked Mary and Martha when their brother Lazarus died. They were weeping. They were in pain. They were confused and distressed. They knew Jesus was the Son of God. They had seen his miracles over and over. They had seen him heal hundreds, if not thousands of people. Why hadn’t he come? Why didn’t he heal Lazarus, his dear friend? 

Jesus asked, “Do you believe that Lazarus will rise again?” And Martha responded, “I believe he will rise in the resurrection of the Last Day.” And Jesus said:

How to navigate confusion and doubt:
1. Believe that Jesus was sent by God the Father
“I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” John 11:25-26

It’s in our moments of pain, confusion and crisis that we need to be confronted with this question. DO YOU BELIEVE THIS? 
· Do you really believe that Jesus is the Son of God? 
· Do you really believe that He is the Savior of the world? 
· Do you really believe that He paid for all your sins?
· Do you really believe that He rose from the dead victorious over sin and death forever? 
· Do you really believe that He is actively redeeming and restoring all things RIGHT NOW, through us, the church? 
· Do you really believe that He is coming back soon to finish this project called salvation? 

This is how to navigate confusion and doubt. Whatever your struggle, whatever your question, whatever your WHY LORD? Whatever your “HOW LONG, Oh Lord?” this is where to begin. 

Don’t expect to understand. Don’t expect it to all make sense. Maybe not ever in this life. 

How to navigate confusion and doubt:
1. Believe that Jesus was sent by God the Father
“His disciples said, ‘Ah, now you are speaking plainly and not using figurative speech!” John 16:29

You’ve gotta love the disciples. They are affirming Jesus. Attaboy Rabbi. Finally, you got there. We weren’t sure you would, but way to go! Now you’re using words we can understand. 

How to navigate confusion and doubt:
1. Believe that Jesus was sent by God the Father
“Now we know that you know all things and do not need anyone to question you.” John 16:30

Can you believe the audacity of this line? John is gracious not to tell us who said these words. He presents it as coming from the whole group. But somebody voiced this out loud. 

Now WE KNOW that YOU KNOW all things. Whoa! Until this point we weren’t sure that you were understanding things, Lord. We were kind of feeling like someone needed to question you and help you clarify what was going on. But NOW, since you’re using words we can understand, NOW we know that you know. Good job. 

How to navigate confusion and doubt:
1. Believe that Jesus was sent by God the Father
“Now we know that you know all things and do not need anyone to question you, this is why we believe that you came from God.” John 16:30

This whole back and forth is just incredibly disrespectful and so filled with irony. The DISCIPLES who struggled to understand ANYTHING Jesus did, who battled fear and unbelief and conflict and pride – the disciples who like a minute before had been fighting over who was the greatest in Jesus’ kingdom and who would get the best seats at the banquet… these are the guys who are congratulating Jesus for finally making sense… 

THIS IS WHY we believe.

Now, before we judge the disciples too harshly, don’t we do EXACTLY the same thing to God? You get sick, a loved one gets sick… WHY? Why God would you allow this? A loved one dies. There’s an accident, some kind of crisis. We cry out. We freak out. We threaten God with our doubts. “I don’t know if I can believe in a God who would allow this…” 

Jesus states the issue so clearly:

How to navigate confusion and doubt:
1. Believe that Jesus was sent by God the Father
“Jesus answered them, ‘Do you now believe?’” John 16:31

The key word is NOW. There was some bit of understanding you were holding out for, but now that you have it you believe. Do you see the problem? They wanted to understand everything and THEN would believe. But faith doesn’t work that way. The whole nature of faith is to believe BEFORE you fully understand. That’s why it’s called a LEAP. 

Here’s the point. You can’t hold God hostage to your doubts. You can’t give Him ultimatums. I mean, you can, it just isn’t wise. Read the end of Job and see how that worked out for the guy who was literally the most righteous man on the planet at the time. But still God rebuked him ferociously for his demands and ultimatums. 

“Brace yourself like a man. You’ve questioned me for 38 chapters, now it’s my turn. I will question you and you will answer me.” 

Some of you really want your day in court. Like Job, you will get it. But think about how you want that conversation to go. Hear this question from Jesus: “Do you now believe?”

How to navigate confusion and doubt:
1. Believe that Jesus was sent by God the Father
“Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, each to his own home and you will leave me alone.” John 16:32

Two tests were right in front of the disciples as they walked to the Garden of Gethsemane. First, Jesus asked them to pray with him for one hour. They all fell asleep. Then Judas came with a posse to arrest him and they all ran for their lives. Jesus knew this abandonment was coming, but it still hurt. 

Lack of prayer. Lack of faithfulness. Lack of perseverance in the face of fear – these things indicate lack of FAITH. Here are the disciples bragging about how much they believe in Jesus NOW that he is making sense to them… and they were all about to fail quite spectacularly… Peter most of all with chopping off a guy’s ear and then verbally denying that he even knew Jesus. 

What is testing your faith right now? Don’t wait until it all makes sense to trust in the Lord. Trust Him. Rest your faith in the goodness of God, even though it doesn’t make sense; even though you don’t know why or how long. That’s what faith looks like. And faith is a muscle that grows as you use it. 

The second key to navigating confusion:

How to navigate confusion and doubt:
2. Find Peace in your relationship with Him
“I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” John 16:33

This is a verse to memorize for a reason. In this world guess what? YOU WILL Have trouble; tribulation; struggles; pain; loss; confusion; distress. You will. That’s a guarantee. 

But take heart! Jesus has overcome. He is triumphant. He conquered sin. He defeated death. He crippled the devil. He paid for your sin. He set you free from its power over you. He gave you His Spirit. He is working in you and through you. And Jesus is coming back soon. 

Find peace in Him. This is where to fix your faith. This is where you can experience peace even when the world is falling to pieces around you: in Christ. 

“I have said these things to you that IN ME you may have peace.” In Him. That’s the only place we can find true and lasting peace. In a relationship with Him. 

All of these words here in John 14-17, and all of Jesus’ teachings are there for us so we can find peace in Him. And we know this in our human relationships, don’t we? There is something so comforting about hearing the VOICE of your loved one, right? 
· You call Mom or Dad when you have a question or struggle – and it isn’t so much the advice they give, it’s just hearing their voice.
· You call a brother or sister to process some challenge – they may have a connection or resource to help you, but it really isn’t about that; it’s about the relationship; it’s about having someone listen, someone care.
· You call a friend in the church, or an older believer who has been a mentor to you. Yes, you want to process a topic – an illness, or crisis or question or opportunity. But it’s really about hearing their voice; or ideally sitting down with them to know their presence.

It’s the same with Jesus. IN HIM we have peace. In His Words. In our relationship with Him.

Are you in the Word every day? It’s such an important habit to develop because it connects you more deeply to the Lord Jesus. This whole book is His Word. Every part can speak to you, encourage you and give you peace.

And you’ll find over time how amazing it is what comes up in your assigned reading for the day “randomly” fits exactly what you needed to hear that day. We use a reading plan that lets us read the whole Bible every year, with some OT, some NT and a Psalm or Proverb every day. On my own I would probably stay in certain familiar parts of the Bible, but the reading plan keeps us reading broadly and covering the whole of Scripture every year. And God consistently uses this in our lives, our marriage and our family. 

Believe it or not, being a pastor does not exempt you from the tribulations Jesus promises here. Pastors also have tribulation in this world. But Jesus has overcome, and He gives us peace through all the ups and downs of life.
· This week, for example…

One more key to navigating confusion and doubt.

How to navigate confusion and doubt:
3. Trust God to provide Understanding in His time
“I have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming when I will… tell you plainly…” John 16:25

It was quite a process for the disciples of Jesus to understand his life, his teachings, the gospel of the kingdom. A long process. I love the gospel of Mark because it ends with this line:

How to navigate confusion and doubt:
3. Trust God to provide Understanding in His time
“And they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.” Mark 16:8

Period. End of gospel. The NT editors were embarrassed by this ending so they added one that sounded more like Matthew. But it was definitely added 100 years later or so. Not original. John Mark put down his quill and ink with this verse, 8. “They said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.” 

Can we relate? 

Sometimes trembling and astonishment overcome us. We don’t know what to think, much less what to say. Some of you have been through some incredible challenges this year. Health issues. Death. Pain. Legal issues. Relationship struggles. Marriages in crisis. Kids in crisis. One thing after another. I really don’t worry about job security – but years like this encourage me that the world still needs pastors. Look at what Jesus promises in John 16.


How to navigate confusion and doubt:
3. Trust God to provide Understanding in His time
“The hour is coming when I will… tell you plainly about the Father. In that day you will ask in my name…” John 16:25-26

When, Lord? When will you tell us plainly about the Father and His will and His plans? 
· There was greater clarity after the resurrection. 
· There was still more understanding after the Holy Spirit was poured out and helped remind them of what Jesus said and what He meant.
· There was a lot of progress in the fourth century regarding the Trinity and the person and work of Jesus. Over 300 years for the early church to really figure out what the Bible taught. And that was just a beginning.

What about your life?
· We start with a child-like faith – just believing what our parents told us.
· We start to grow up in the teen years, gaining greater understanding of the gospel and of our identity in Christ.
· We hopefully mature and understand more as young adults, when we get married and have kids of our own. You start to learn what LOVE really is when you live with someone every day and then have these little critters called children to love and serve and sacrifice for constantly.
· We understand more as we connect with other believers, who know more and help us process the confusion and struggles of this world.
· And, Lord willing, we gain greater clarity as we mature in years and in faith.

So here is our summary today:

How to navigate confusion and doubt:
1. Believe that Jesus was sent by God the Father
2. Find Peace in your relationship with Him 
3. Trust God to provide Understanding in His time

Faith comes first. Don’t expect to understand first and THEN decide to believe. Trust in the goodness of God. Trust in the mercy and love of Jesus. Fix your faith in Him and you will find peace in Him. God will help you understand what you need to know. But not always in your time, not always in the ways you expect.

Some of you struggled with or are struggling with fertility and having children. We were blessed with instant fertility. Every time. Seth was born at our first anniversary. Caleb a year and a half after Seth. Joel just less than 2 years later. We thought three was enough but half considered trying again and there was Micah.

Why does one couple have four kids with no problem at all and another couple miscarries over and over? There is no easy answer there.

We look back on our first year of marriage – knee deep in youth ministry. Trying to figure ourselves out; trying to learn to communicate and love each other. Then - pregnant wife. Might have been sensible to wait a year, maybe two. Nah. God wanted us to have Seth and our window for Seth was right then. 

Similarly with our different moves and different churches. We left a large and growing church in NC for a small and struggling church in KY. On paper it was a terrible vocational decision. 40% pay cut. Massive loss of influence in terms of people and staff. But a year after we left there was a discovery that around 30 children at the church we left had been sexually abused. If we had stayed, it was a very good chance our boys would have been affected. 

And that’s just one tiny detail among thousands, millions of details. We spent five years in Kentucky and I constantly asked WHY? Why this church? Why these people? Why is it so difficult here? 

Looking back, most of the answer was YOU, DARIN. You needed to grow up. This is what it takes to mature. Was it hard? Yes. Very painful. Tremendously frustrating. But a lot of those struggles and leadership mistakes I made were preparing me to do just slightly better when we got here in 2017. And those early mistakes my first years here were preparing me to do just a little better the years after that. 

God shows you just enough to keep going. Sometimes you look back and can understand why this or that happened. I’m still shaking my head about the house we bought in Chicago that didn’t sell for 27 months after we moved down here. What was that about, Lord? 

But we keep trusting. We keep believing. We keep moving forward in faith, knowing that we will understand the why if and when it helps us. Until then, we pray and find our peace in the Lord Jesus. Let’s pray. 



