I Choose to Trust You, God
Habakkuk 3:1-19

Have you noticed in your prayer life how often God answers you with what you need rather than what you asked for? 
Someone once wrote: 

I asked God for strength, that I might achieve: I was made weak that I might obey.

I asked for health that I might do greater things: I was given infirmity that I might do better things. 

I asked for riches that I might be happy: I was given poverty that I might be wise.

I asked for power that I might have the praise of men: I was given weakness that I might feel the need of God.

I asked for all things that I might enjoy life: I was given life that I might enjoy all things.

I received nothing that I asked for, but all I had hoped for. My prayer was answered, I am most richly blessed.
Our series is called When My World Is Spinning. 
We’ve been studying the prayers of an obscure Old Testament prophet named Habakkuk to discover how to respond when our life is seemingly spinning out of control. 
Last week, as we examined God’s answer to Habakkuk’s prayers, we found that the key to responding to the uncertainties of life is living constantly by faith. 
Habakkuk 2:4 contains the heart of our response to the Gospel—"the righteous will live by his faith.” 
Not only are we declared right in God’s eyes by our faith in His offer of salvation in Christ

We are to live constantly by faith as we journey with Jesus through faith.

Our soul is made well by faith and our soul remains well by faith.

Faith in Christ is the key to living our lives in victory and joy no matter what circumstances we find ourselves in.

This morning we conclude our five-week study of Habakkuk’s prayers and God’s responses.

This morning we’ll see that Habakkuk concludes his short book of three prayers to God with a declaration that he will indeed live by faith.
Chapter three contains Habakkuk’s third prayer.

Habakkuk’s third prayer is a response to what God had revealed to him that he recorded in chapter two.

The bulk of Habakkuk’s third prayer is a confident song of praise.

Habakkuk declares through this song of praise his confidence that God is in absolute control over His world, 

That God has a plan that He is working out in time, 

and that His plan will provide gracious justice to His covenant people.
This morning we will see that as our own faith can be increased just as Habakkuk’s was

when we shift from merely expressing our frustrations and fears to God about our spinning world 
to declaring authentically our joyful trust in God’s sovereignty, purpose, and justice.
Let’s turn to chapter 3 of Habakkuk. 
Habakkuk’s third and final prayer recorded in this book has three parts: 
He begins with a faithful petition, once again asking God for something
He then follows this petition with a faithful praise, 
And he concludes his prayer by expressing his faithful peace in the faithful God who is in control of his spinning world.
I. Faithful Petition (3:2)

Habakkuk’s third prayer begins with a petition to God based on Habakkuk’s faith in God. 
Verse 2—LORD, I have heard of your fame; I stand in awe of your deeds, O LORD. Renew them in our day, in our time make them known; in wrath remember mercy.

A. The foundation for my petitions is my faith in God’s person
The foundation for Habakkuk’s petition was what God had just revealed about Himself recorded in chapter 2. 
God revealed to Habakkuk that he was in absolute control over this world: 
2:20 says—“The LORD is in his holy temple, let all the earth be silent before him.” 
God revealed to Habakkuk that he had a purpose and plan for this world: 
2:14 says—“For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea. 
And God revealed to Habakkuk that His plan would be just: 
He says about Babylon—the tool He will use to discipline His people

2:16—"The cup from the Lord’s right hand is coming around to you, and disgrace will cover your glory.”
At the end of his second prayer, recorded in chapter two, Habakkuk had told God that he expected God to answer him, 
that he would be attentive to listen for God’s answer, 
and that he would be willing to obey whatever God told him to do. 
And now in 3:2 he responds that indeed he has heard God’s answer to him—"LORD, I have heard of your fame.”
In other words, Habakkuk says, 
“God, I’ve heard what you have to say for yourself and about yourself.” 

Habakkuk had resolved to be both attentive and obedient, and now he affirms he is both. 
He goes on to say in verse 2a— I stand in awe of your deeds.  
Literally Habakkuk says, “and I am afraid; I fear” 
In the presence of God, Habakkuk has a holy, reverent fear of God’s person and activity. 
Like Job before him, who placed his hand over his mouth and fell on his face in silence before God, 
Habakkuk is overwhelmed in reverential awe for the greatness of his Lord.

The basis of Habakkuk’s final petition was his faithful response to God’s previous revelation to him. 
In effect, Habakkuk said to God: “I hear you and I will obey your will. 
I worship you and stand in awe of your glory. 
I love you and make my appeal on the basis of your love for me.”

When you and I pray, asking God for Him to work in our spinning world, we must approach him with a reverential awe of his person and His will. 
Just like Habakkuk had discovered through his prayers and God’s responses, we too must realize that God is not a genie in a bottle that is at the beck and call to our will. 
It is we who are called to bow to his glory and seek his loving will. 
When we approach him with reverential awe, then our prayers will be transformed to align with his perfect will.
B. The content of my petitions reflects my faith in God’s plan (3:2b)
Consequently, we find that the content of Habakkuk’s prayers have also changed.

Because Habakkuk had shifted the foundation of his petitions from seeking his own will to seeking God’s will, 
No longer does Habakkuk exhibit the confusion and doubt he had expressed in his previous two prayers.

Now there is a settled confidence in God’s control, plan, and justice. 
On this new foundation of faith, Habakkuk makes only two new requests of God.

The first is that God would accomplish His divine will and purposes in Habakkuk’s own day.
Verse 2b—“I stand in awe of your deeds. Renew them in our day, in our time make them known…” 
God has promised not only discipline for the nation of Judah, but also judgment upon his tool of discipline—the wicked and ruthless nation of Babylon. 
Consequently, Habakkuk asked God to quickly fulfill His promise of judgment.

It is appropriate for us to pray that our testing and suffering pass quickly. 
It is appropriate for us to ask that God’s righteousness and judgment come. 
Scripture tells us that God’s day of judgment and God’s day of relief from suffering will occur when our Lord Jesus Christ returns. 
We are encouraged in Scripture to pray for this day: 
Revelation 22:17  “The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!’ And let him who hears say, ‘Come!’ Amen, Even so. Come, Lord Jesus. Maranatha.

Habakkuk longed for the consummation of God’s purpose to fill the earth with the knowledge of God’s glory. 
He longed for the world to acknowledge that God was in his holy heaven. 
And so he prayed that this purpose of God would be fully realized in his own day. 
We too are to pray that God’s kingdom will come, and his will be done, on earth as it is in heaven, just as Jesus taught us to pray in the so-called Lord’s Prayer.
Habakkuk’s second request was that he and his people would experience God’s mercy and grace in the midst of God’s discipline and the difficult circumstances God would place them in. 
The final part of verse 2—“I stand in awe of your deeds. Renew them in our day, in our time make them known; in wrath remember mercy.” 
Habakkuk knew that God’s discipline was needed in his life and in the life of his people. 
He no longer shrank away from that discipline, as he had earlier. 
But he asked that during God’s necessary correction of his people, that God would also remember to be merciful.

Discipline is a tricky thing. 
As parents disciplining our children, employers disciplining employees, or church leaders disciplining members, we are prone to error ourselves. 
We tend to go to one extreme or the other. 
Either we are too tolerant or too strict. 
We either tend to ignore a problem or we overreact and come down too harshly. 

My kids can attest that they received spankings as they grew up. 
Kathi and I tried to develop safeguards in spanking our children that would prevent abuse. 
We tried never to discipline in anger, 
we had a cooling off period while the kids went and got the wooden spoon that we used, 
we tried to talk and explain and reassure them of our love and forgiveness. 
But we didn’t always get it right.  
We weren’t always successful at keeping the balance. 
Our own sin affected how we disciplined. 
By God’s grace, I believe all three of our children weathered our failures to discipline perfectly. 

Habakkuk discovered that God sometimes uses a wooden spoon to discipline His children.

He sent the Babylonian army to invade, conquer, capture, and deport His people.

He sent an evil nation to take His people into exile for 70 years.

And yet as harsh as that discipline was, as a perfect Parent, He maintained the perfect balance between tolerance and discipline

Unlike we sinful parents, God always administers both judgment and mercy simultaneously in a perfect mixture. 
God never abuses his children with too much physical, emotional, or psychological discipline. 
He never abandons his children through neglect of correcting their errors. 
He has the perfect blend of wrath and mercy.

Habakkuk prayed not so much that God would be faithful to this balance between his wrath and mercy, but that Habakkuk himself would see this balance. 
And Habakkuk was already seeing this balance as he began to understand the depth of the sin among his people 
and God’s mercy in continuing to love them and have a plan for them despite their rebellion against him.

I think I often miss this balance as I consider the spinning world around me. 
My tendency is to focus on the negatives and ignore the positives. 
Much of this is fueled by the sources of information that I tend to allow into my life.
With both undergrad and graduate degrees in political science, I tend to be a news junkie

I can read news reports and analyses for hours on end

Or saturate my mind with watching cable news networks

But since good news rarely sells, most news reports and analyses focus on the negative

And when I saturate my mind with negative news, my outlook on life trends toward the negative as well.

I expect most of you, if you think about Muslim-majority countries in the world at all, are prone to think that these are very dangerous places for believers, where persecution and oppression are the norm 
and that God has seemingly abandoned his people in these countries. 

But our experience living and working among believers in many of these Muslim-majority countries is more nuanced. 
Yes, there is persecution and oppression on a scale that is sometimes unfathomable to us here in America. 
And yet, the believers we know in these countries are rarely negative about their situation.

They do not ignore the persecution, nor pretend that the hardships they face are not real.

Yet they have a remarkable faith and confidence in God’s goodness.

And in the Muslim-majority world, the church is growing, with disciples being multiplied at a scale that dwarves that which we experience in our Christian-majority country of America. 

Many researchers claim that the fastest growing church in the world right now is in the terribly repressive Islamic Republic of Iran. 
According to Operation World, in 1979 there were only about 500 converts from a Muslim background in the whole country. 
Today, there are hundreds of thousands, and some estimate over a million, believers who are converts from Islam.

That’s still less than two percent of the population, but it’s a dramatic increase over the past 50 years in a country where the church cannot gather in the open or openly share the gospel with their neighbors.

Habakkuk took God at His word.

He believed God’s promise of delivering wrath toward those who rejected Him and mercy toward those who surrendered to Him in faith.

Habakkuk merely asks God that he would see the fulfillment of God’s plan of wrath and mercy in His day.

And we pray the same.

We pray in faith that God’s just wrath upon sin and merciful forgiveness upon us who have repented and turned to Him will be fulfilled in our day.

Not just for us, but for all people everywhere.
II. Faithful Praise (3:3-15)

Chapter 3 begins with Habakkuk’s petition to God. 
It was a petition that was rooted in his faith.

It was rooted in a faith that had increased as Habakkuk had engaged God in prayer and listened to God’s response.

A. Focusing on Who God is builds my faith
Verses 3-15 next record Habakkuk’s shift in his prayer from petition to praise. 
We won’t examine these verses in detail this morning, but let’s just listen to Habakkuk’s words of praise for his God and ours. 
Pay attention to how Habakkuk shifts from third person declarations of truths about God to the intimacy of a first and second person relationship with God.

3 God came from Teman, the Holy One from Mount Paran. <Selah> His glory covered the heavens and his praise filled the earth.

4 His splendor was like the sunrise; rays flashed from his hand, where his power was hidden. 5 Plague went before him; pestilence followed his steps. 6 He stood, and shook the earth; he looked, and made the nations tremble. The ancient mountains crumbled and the age-old hills collapsed. His ways are eternal.

7 I saw the tents of Cushan in distress, the dwellings of Midian in anguish. 8 Were you angry with the rivers, O LORD? Was your wrath against the streams? Did you rage against the sea when you rode with your horses and your victorious chariots?

9 You uncovered your bow, you called for many arrows. <Selah> You split the earth with rivers; 10 the mountains saw you and writhed. Torrents of water swept by; the deep roared and lifted its waves on high. 11 Sun and moon stood still in the heavens at the glint of your flying arrows, at the lightning of your flashing spear. 12 In wrath you strode through the earth and in anger you threshed the nations.

13 You came out to deliver your people, to save your anointed one. You crushed the leader of the land of wickedness, you stripped him from head to foot. <Selah> 14 With his own spear you pierced his head when his warriors stormed out to scatter us, gloating as though about to devour the wretched who were in hiding. 15 You trampled the sea with your horses, churning the great waters.

In this song of praise, Habakkuk first celebrates God’s person: 
God is the holy One, 
he is glorious, 
his splendor is like the sunrise, 
his power has no match.

Habakkuk also celebrates God’s activity 
in creation, 
in his past judgment upon Egypt, 
and in his future judgment on Babylon, who even now were threatening Judah with destruction.

The bulk of Habakkuk’s prayer is praise—not petition, not requests, not even thanksgiving for God’s peace that we’ll see in a moment, but simply praise. 
Do you find it hard to praise God? 
In my experience in corporate prayer, I often find that praise is the prayer most difficult for people, especially when their world is spinning out of control. 
We want to pray that God will move and shape and change our circumstances. 
We are much more comfortable with Habakkuk’s first two prayers than with this extended time of praise.

How do we get to the place in our prayer life where praise dominates our prayers? 
Here’s Habakkuk’s secret to praising God: 
he spent time reflecting on what he knew about God’s person 
and even more what he read in Scripture about God’s activity in the past. 
We can do the same. 
As we read about God in the Bible, we can use what we learn as springboards for praise.

B. Genuine praise transforms who I am (3:16)
Because if we do spend our time in praise, we’ll discover that God changes us. 
Habakkuk gives us a glimpse in how he was changed by praising God. 
Look at verse 16—
I heard and my heart pounded, my lips quivered at the sound; decay crept into my bones, and my legs trembled…

Earlier, during his petition to God, Habakkuk declared that he was in reverential awe of his God. 
But now, having spent time in praise, Habakkuk is truly overwhelmed from the top of his head to the tip of his toes: 
his heart is pounding, 
his lips are quivering, 
his bones feel like jelly, 
and his legs are trembling.

Habakkuk, through his prayerful meditation upon God’s greatness, was physically and emotionally undone. 
In his earlier prayers, Habakkuk was trembling at the sin in his country, afraid and fearful of his circumstances. 
Then Habakkuk trembled at the thought of God’s judgment and discipline of his people. 
But now Habakkuk’s trembling is properly placed: he is trembling before God.

We tend to fear so many things in this world: 
our finances, 
the crime rate, 
an impending storm, 
the future, 
the past, 
the loss of relationships, 
our parents, 
an employer, 
a teacher, 
but all these things are temporal, all these things are secondary. 
They are not and should not be our greatest fear. 
Jesus said in Matthew 10:28—
“Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell.” 
The Proverbs tell us repeatedly—
“the fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom.”

As Habakkuk’s prayer shifted to praise God changed the focus of his fears. 
No longer afraid of his circumstances, Habakkuk’s fear was correctly placed in reverential awe of God. 
Ours can be too. 
Praise is God’s prescription for dealing with our fears. 
Focusing on Him will put our circumstances into proper perspective.

III. Faithful Peace (v. 16b-19)

Habakkuk began his prayer with a petition that God would fulfill His purposes and show mercy to His people. 
He then began to praise God and as he prayed, he was transformed by his praise. 
Finally, Habakkuk thanked God for the peace that he had experienced through praying and living by faith.

A. Peace results when I wait patiently for God to act (3:16b)

Habakkuk told God that he would wait patiently for God’s timing. 
The second half of verse 16b— 
… Yet I will wait patiently for the day of calamity to come on the nation invading us.

In his petition, Habakkuk had asked that God’s day of judgment would come quickly. 
It was an appropriate request as we’ve seen. 
But after focusing on the person and activities of God, Habakkuk was able to declare his peace at waiting for God’s timing.

Habakkuk knew with confidence that the day of judgment for the cruel treatment the Babylonians gave his people would eventually come. 
God had promised to provide justice and Habakkuk believed that He would. 
But Habakkuk recognized that God alone knew when that day would come, 
and it was his job to wait patiently for that day.

Do we have such confident assurance in the promises of God? 
The essence of faith is trusting God when we don’t presently see the results. 
But lack of seeing the results does not mean that those results will not one day be ours. 
Faith enables us to wait patiently for God’s timing.

And faith enables us to look beyond our present circumstances to God’s promises. 
That’s what Habakkuk declared he was ready and willing to do in verse 17—
Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls.

Everything that Habakkuk described in this sentence is traditionally held as an indicator of God’s blessing. 
The people of Habakkuk’s day, as the people of our day, linked material wealth and comfort with the blessing of God. 
Financial success, 
the accumulation of possessions, 
a big house, 
a new car, 
an advanced academic degree, 
healthy kids, 
these were and are all considered indicators of God’s blessing.

Yet Habakkuk declared that his peace did not come from any of these things. 
He proclaimed that no longer would his dissatisfaction and confusion come from a lack of these things either. 
As he had engaged God in prayer and understood God’s purposes, Habakkuk discovered that his contentment and peace was rooted solely in his relationship with his God.

This is what the apostle Paul tells us he experienced in his walk with God as well. 
In Philippians 3:7-9a, Paul writes— 
“But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.  What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him…”

What is the source of your peace? 
Is it your possessions, your job, your family, your health, your church? 
None of these things are the proper source of peace. 
And if you look to them to provide peace you will be disappointed. 
God alone is the proper source of peace because He alone will never abandon you or let you down.

Habakkuk waited patiently even as his circumstances progressively got worse and worse because God promised that they would get worse.
B. Peace results when I authentically rejoice in Who God is (3:17-18)

But Habakkuk didn’t just endure the worsening of his circumstances. 
Let me read verse 17 again together with what comes next. 
17-18— Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my Savior.
Habakkuk doesn’t merely endure the loss of those material and tangible things of life—food, shelter, comfort, financial security. 
Habakkuk says he rejoices and is joyful. 
Habakkuk rejoices authentically because Habakkuk is firmly focused on his God. 
Notice he is rejoicing in the LORD; he is joyful in God.  
And notice also that just as in his praise Habakkuk shifted from declaring truths about God to declaring truths to God—
a shift from the third person to the second person—

so also now Habakkuk is becoming even more personal in his prayer, expressing the true peace he finds personally in God.

Now he refers to God as my Savior. 
Verse 19—The Sovereign LORD is my strength; he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me to go on the heights. 
As Habakkuk has transitioned from petition to praise, he is now adoring God and celebrating the intimacy he has with God. 
And that adoring intimacy is really what peace is all about. 
Peace is reconciliation. 
Peace means the animosity is gone. 
Peace means that the confusion is removed. 
Habakkuk is basking in peace and that causes him to rejoice in his God and take joy in his Savior. 

C. Peace experienced enables me to live victoriously (3:19)

But you’ll remember God’s challenge to Habakkuk in 2:14 was to live by his faith.  
God doesn’t just want his children to experience the intimacy of his peace when they withdraw from their circumstances to worship him. 
As marvelous as it is to experience the overwhelming, knee trembling, awe of God in corporate or private worship, 
the more abiding joy is to walk through our daily circumstances in God’s peace.

And that is where Habakkuk ends his prayer, declaring that indeed he is living by faith, experiencing God’s peace, as he lives a daily life of victory. 
Verse 19— The Sovereign LORD is my strength; he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me to go on the heights. 
Filled with God’s powerful strength, Habakkuk declares that he rises above his despicable circumstances. 
He ascends the heights of joy and victory, 
frolicking like a deer on a hillside, 
even in the midst of God’s impending discipline and wrath upon his country.

Before our very eyes the message of Habakkuk 2:4—The righteous will live by his faith—is acted out by this prayer warrior. 
We’ve seen over the course of our study these five weeks that Habakkuk’s faith steadily grew as he first took his confusion to God in prayer and then responded to God’s revelation in obedience.

The situation that caused Habakkuk to pray to God in the first place was not going to get any better. 
In fact, Habakkuk’s circumstances were going to get a lot worse. 
But as Habakkuk first poured out his frustration, then his fear, and finally his familiarity with this God of fame and favor, Habakkuk’s faith increasingly grew.

And it can for you and me too. 
Let’s pray

[communion]
For the past 5 weeks, we’ve been studying the prayers of an Old Testament prophet named Habakkuk.

And maybe you have been wondering what the prayers of an Old Testament saint have to do with the prayers of New Testament saints.

Listen to the apostle Paul’s words in Ephesians 2:11-18
 Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles … were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ.

For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility…. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, and in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility…. For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.
We’ve come now to remember that great work of our Savior Jesus Christ, who is our peace.

By surrendering his body to be crucified, he bore God’s wrath at our sin and paid the price to obtain for us reconciliation and peace.

A peace with God and a peace with one another.

That’s what we celebrate through this ordinance of communion.

The two elements—bread and juice—remind us of the price paid for our peace—the body and blood of Jesus.

All are invited to participate in this remembrance.

You don’t need to be a member of this local church as long as you belong to Christ’s universal church through faith in Jesus as your personal Lord and Savior.
We leave it to parents to determine whether their children should participate or not.

Stations are positioned around this room where you are invited to approach, take a piece of bread and cup of juice and then return to your seats.

We ask you to wait until everyone who desires has taken the elements and then we will eat and drink together.

Let’s pray.
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