Grant Me Your Perspective, God
Habakkuk 2:4-20

A few years ago, I discovered a little app that encourages me to pray daily for my neighbors. 
It’s called, blesseveryhome.com. 
Each morning, Kathi and I receive an email with the names of 5 of our neighbors and a suggested prayer to pray for this group of people. 
One of the neat things about this program is that it researches public records to tell me the names and addresses of the neighbors who live right around me. 
It also allows me to keep notes on our interactions with these neighbors. 
And it provides this daily reminder to pray for them.
You may be wondering, “Why would I want to add another program to my life? 
What possible difference could regularly praying for my neighbors really make? 
You obviously don’t know my neighbors or you’d never ask me to do something like this. 
My neighbors are loud and obnoxious, arrogant and self-sufficient—they’ll never respond to the Gospel.” 
Or maybe your neighbors are quiet, reserved, private—you’ve never spoken a word to one another, even your smile and wave on those rare occasions when you see one another are not returned. 
What difference could prayer make?

An obscure character who lived over 2,600 years ago may have wondered that himself. 
For a considerable amount of time he’d been praying for his neighbors, friends and family, in fact, he’d been praying for his whole country, but there was no change. 
If anything, things had gotten progressively worse since he had been praying. 
And out of his frustration with the deteriorating situation around him and God’s silence regarding his prayers, Habakkuk had had enough: 
“How long, O Lord, must I call for help, but you do not listen? Or cry out to you, ‘Violence!’ but you do not save?” 

In response to that desperate cry, God answered this man who had been faithfully praying for a long time. 
For the past three weeks, we’ve been looking in on the content of this man’s prayers and the responses God gave him.  

We’ve been doing so in order that we also may grow in the effectiveness of our prayers. 
This five-week series is called When My World Is Spinning. 
It is taken from the short book of Habakkuk in the Old Testament. 
Over the past three weeks we’ve been seeing how God desires us to grow in intimacy with him as we honestly and authentically pour out our confusion to him in prayer. 
That’s what Habakkuk was doing. 
He was pouring his heart out to God and receiving from God answers that were changing his life.

Two weeks ago we examined Habakkuk’s first prayer where he asked, in effect, “Where are you, God?” 
As Habakkuk looked at the despicable circumstances of life in his day, he was overwhelmed with just how far his society had drifted away from the moral code and influence of God’s law. 
And he was even more amazed that God wasn’t doing anything; that God was seemingly tolerating the pervasive sin among his people.  
So Habakkuk begged God to do something. 
We saw in this first prayer that it is legitimate to bring our confusion about our circumstances to God and even to admit to God that it sometimes seems that he isn’t doing anything about our circumstances.  
But we also discovered in God’s response to Habakkuk that God challenged his servant to get his eyes off his problem and squarely onto the person of God. 
God then told Habakkuk that he would deal with the sin among his people. 
But his plan was unexpected. 
God told Habakkuk that he was about to send the Babylonians, a fierce and godless people, to invade the land of Judah and destroy the nation. 

Two weeks ago, we looked at how Habakkuk responded to this revelation. 
In his second prayer, Habakkuk asked, in effect, “Is that really you, God?” 
Habakkuk couldn’t believe that a holy, loving, caring God could possibly use a wicked country like Babylon to discipline his own people. 
We saw that Habakkuk’s dilemma was a result of three delusions about himself. 
We saw that in order to understand God’s actions we need to readjust our preconceptions about who we are. 
We learned that even as members of God’s family, 
we are not intrinsically good, 
we are not worthy of God’s mercy, 
and we are really no better than anyone else—
we all need God’s grace and mercy and continue to need God’s grace and mercy our whole lives.

Then last week, we looked at the end of Habakkuk’s second prayer. 
Here we discovered that patience is required to wait for God’s answer and action when our world is spinning. 
But that patience requires more than simply ignoring the situation or simply giving lip-service to our confidence in God’s care. 
Habakkuk shows us that the patience that sees God’s answer is an active patience that stands like a soldier on watch, straining to see God’s answer and preparing to share that answer with others whose world is spinning as well.

This morning, as we continue our study of what to do when our world is spinning out of control, we’ll find that God’s desire for each of us is that we will come to the place in our walk with him where we trust him absolutely and completely. 
God gives Habakkuk and us three reasons we can trust him in a world spinning out of control: 
(1) God is in control; 
(2) God has a plan; 
and (3) God’s plan will be worked out in time. 
We’ll see through our study of chapter two of Habakkuk this morning that God will make sense out of our circumstances when we are ready to yield to his plan and trust his purposes.

I. God’s goal is to increase my faith (2:4b)

We saw last week that Habakkuk was expectant and willing to wait upon God as he engaged God in prayer about the despicable circumstances his nation was facing. 
And God did not disappoint his servant. 
Habakkuk had laid out his confusion about the meaning of his circumstances and his confusion first about God’s inactivity and then about God’s proposed activity. 
And then Habakkuk readied himself for God’s answer.

In the rest of chapter 2 we find God’s response to this servant of his. 
And in the beginning of God’s response, tucked into the middle of a sentence, we find the answer to all of Habakkuk’s questions.

Verse 4b—…the righteous will live by his faith. 
Those who are rightly related to God will live their daily lives by an abiding, consistent, confident trust in God’s presence, power, and purposes.

A. Faith is for everyday (2:4b)
Now this statement must have shattered Habakkuk’s world even further. 
Habakkuk had a faith in God’s existence otherwise he wouldn’t have prayed in the first place. 
Habakkuk had a faith in God’s responsiveness and gracious character toward his children otherwise he wouldn’t have brought his questions to God. 
Habakkuk even had a faith that God would answer his prayer; therefore, we’ve seen that he kept himself alert to listen for God’s answer. 
But God’s answer reveals that the faith Habakkuk had was good, but still not sufficient. 
God tells Habakkuk that the faith he is looking for in his servant is a moment-by-moment walking with God in dependence—…the righteous will live by his faith.
Here’s what I’m saying. On Sunday mornings we can sing songs like we’ve done already. 
The opening song proclaims: [add lyrics]
I think most of us really mean these words while we are singing them. 
Surrounded by other believers, we confidently proclaim our faith and confidence and trust in God. 

But what happens Monday morning? 
What happens when the circumstances of daily life return to face us? 
I think for many of us the songs that we sang on Sunday have little if any impact on how we live our lives: 
fearful, stress-filled, anxious, angry, rude, impatient—
all indicators of a lack of faith in God’s presence and power in our day-to-day lives. 
Those without a regard for God seem to prosper while we struggle to make ends meet. 
Our toilet backs up, the car battery dies, the ants invade our kitchen, the serviceman doesn’t show up to fix the dryer in the morning as he promised—
all little things that nevertheless nip away at our love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, etc, and belie our joyful singing of the day before.

And of course there are the much bigger burdens we carry: 
the waning affection of a spouse, 
the chronic pain of arthritis that increasingly is resistant to pain medication, 
the frustration and confusion of wanting but not finding a life partner, 
a retirement investment that failed, 
the lack of a close friend, 
an estranged child that has rejected all that we hold dear, 
a dead-end, unfulfilling, tiresome job. 
Where is God in my circumstances? 
Where is the promise of an abundant life in him? 
Where is the intimacy? 
Where is the change?

Which brings us back to God’s declaration in 4b—…the righteous will live by his faith. 
God says in the midst of circumstances that are lousy, the one answer is faith in him. 
Life is about faith. 
Those who are righteous, those who have been called into a relationship with God, live by faith. 
But we want comfort and action and change. 
We want to see it now. 
And God answers that we are to live by faith. 
We are to live in constant, total dependence upon him, trusting him moment by moment no matter what we are facing. 
God says the secret to fulfillment in life and intimacy with him is this thing called faith.

B. Faith is depending on God not myself (2:4)
How do we get our arms wrapped around this concept of faith? 
In the context of God’s declaration, we see a contrast between faith and what is not faith. 
Let’s look the whole verse 4—See, he is puffed up; his desires are not upright—but the righteous will live by his faith. 
Do you see the contrast? 
God helps us understand what faith means by contrasting it with its opposite: self-reliance. 
See, he is puffed up. 
Those who trust in themselves rather than God, God says, are puffed up; 
they are proud, 
they need nothing and nobody, 
they are self-reliant.

The Babylonians sure were. 
No one had been able to resist the expansion of their empire. 
Nation after nation fell to their military might; 
consequently, they were proud of themselves and thought they didn’t need God. 
But they were mistaken about the reality of the situation. 
Whether they were aware or not, the fact of the matter was that God was the one who had raised them up to their world position and had given them their ability to be triumphant over the surrounding nations. 
He did so, as we’ll see in a moment, in order to further his overall plan for the world.

What is the consequence of self-reliance and pride according to verse 4? 
What is God’s evaluation of those who do not trust him but rather put their trust in their own abilities and efforts? 
God says they are not upright. 
I like how the NAS translates this phrase; it renders it as “His soul is not right within him.” 
In contrast, those who trust God—that is, have faith in him—are righteous; 
their souls are right within them.

II. My faith will increase as I recognize…

How do we get such a faith that results in righteousness and life? 
How can we learn to depend upon God daily so that we are not self-reliant and proud, but rather walking in constant dependency? 
How can our faith increase? 
In chapter 2, God reveals three ways our faith can increase. 
Recognizing and embracing three truths about God and his work will enable us to walk in constant faith with God.

A. God is in control (2:20)

The first truth is that God is in control of our circumstances. 
Look at verse 20—But the LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before him." 
1. My fear: God has lost control of my world [1:3-4]

Habakkuk had expressed his fear that God had lost control of the events and circumstances in his country. 
In 1:3-4 Habakkuk had complained to God— … Destruction and violence are before me; there is strife, and conflict abounds. Therefore the law is paralyzed, and justice never prevails. The wicked hem in the righteous, so that justice is perverted. 
His perception of his circumstances was that God was absent. 
He believed that God had abandoned his people and his evidence was the pervasiveness of sin in his society.

I have believed and said such things about our country of America as well. 
I’ve joined others who have said that the steady rise of filth in the media and entertainment industry, 
the unchecked spread of immorality, 
the redefining of what is right and wrong, 
the disparity of the distribution of wealth, 
the overflow of our prisons, 
all indicate that God has withdrawn his hand from our country; 
that America has been abandoned as have other world empires in the past.

I’ve joined with others in praying for revival, for restoration: 
that God would return to America—to our schoolrooms, our homes, our government, our arts, our churches. 
I’ve prayed that God would use us again as a nation.

But like Habakkuk, I now believe those prayers were too narrow, too parochial, too ethnocentric. 
God’s sovereignty is over the whole earth and consequently, he says (2:20)—Let all the earth be silent before him.  
God is not interested in elevating America above the other nations of the world, but that people from every nation would bow before him.

2. God’s reassurance: I haven’t moved

And when it appears that God has withheld his hand of blessing over a community or a country or a continent, it is not God who has moved, 
but rather the people of God have moved away from him. 
Verse 20 assures us that God is precisely where he has always been and precisely where he will always be: on the throne of the universe. 
20—But the LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before him."
God is still in his holy temple. 
God’s presence among his people has not been removed, 
but his people have grown insensitive to his voice and unaware of his presence. 

God is here this morning as he is every time his people gather. 
God doesn’t move and doesn’t lose control over circumstances for even a single moment in time. 
Habakkuk had already learned through his encounter with God in prayer that the reason Habakkuk didn’t see God’s activity was that his focus was too narrow. 
Like Habakkuk, we need to look up and around and see the activity of our God who is firmly in control.

3. My response: Rest in Him
God tells us that our response to his sovereignty over the world is to rest in him. 
Verse 20b says—"…let all the earth be silent before him.” 
We must recognize that all our activity and bustling around accomplishes nothing apart from the plan and purposes of God.

Let’s face it: it is very difficult for any of us to simply be silent before God, resting in his purposes and timing. 
We want to do something: especially when our circumstances are painful. 
There must be something we can do! 
But God says, “be silent.” 
It’s all about yielding our attempt to control our circumstances to God.

That’s why recognizing God is in control and resolving to rest in that control rather than figuring out how to manipulate events ourselves is both an act of faith and a builder of faith.

I use a computer word processor every day, but I haven’t a clue how a computer works. 
I even took a course in college called computer science, but I never got it. 
So when things act up on my computer, I don’t know what to do. 
The prudent thing, of course, is to pack the thing up and take it into an expert. 
But that takes time and money and after all I am a man. 
Men are required by our genetic code to try and fix things ourselves.

Now several years ago the computer in my office was acting up. 
It was taking forever to do anything, so I thought to myself, “there is probably too much stuff on this computer. 
I’ll just eliminate things that aren’t needed.” 
So I started deleting things that are, in computer lingo, called “files” that I didn’t think I needed. 
And I came to this very large file called DOS. 

Now I remember the very first computer I sat down behind had this black screen with green letters and you typed in letters and colons and slashes. 
It was DOS. 
But now I had something called windows on my computer—I had a white screen with black letters and used a mouse to click on icons to make things happen. 
So I figured DOS was just something left behind before somebody put windows on my computer. 
Consequently I decided I could free up a whole lot of computer memory by deleting the large file called DOS. 
It erased real easily. 
And then the computer no longer worked real slow…it didn’t work at all!  
Figuring that I had really messed things up now, I finally packed the computer up and took it into the repair shop 
where I learned that although I couldn’t see DOS working, it was still the system that operated behind what I could see—the framework of windows.

Now that’s similar to what is going on with God. 
We can’t always see his hand at work, but he is behind all things, arranging and working our circumstances from his position of absolute control. 
The problem is that because we can’t see his hand working directly, we try to fix things ourselves—
and normally do a pretty respectable job of goofing everything up royally!

B. God has a plan (2:14)

And that’s because not only don’t we see God’s hand at work but we also don’t recognize why God does what he is doing. 
We don’t know his plans and purposes. 
In verse 14, God gives us a second reason to trust him and a second truth that will build our faith in him. 
He reveals his ultimate plan for this world. 
Look at verse 14—For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.
1. My fear: God’s discipline will destroy me (1:9-11a)
Habakkuk had expressed his fear to God that his nation would be completely wiped out by the ruthless and wicked Babylonians. 
And his fear was not unfounded. 
God himself, in his first reply to Habakkuk, had described the inability of other countries to withstand the assaults by Babylon. 
Listen to the language God uses in 1:9-11a— they all come bent on violence. Their hordes advance like a desert wind and gather prisoners like sand. They deride kings and scoff at rulers. They laugh at all fortified cities; they build earthen ramps and capture them. Then they sweep past like the wind and go on.
Naturally, Habakkuk was afraid. 
But also confused. 
If Israel were to suffer the same fate as other nations who were conquered by Babylon, then what would happen to God’s plan to make Israel a kingdom of priests and a holy nation? 
How would the descendants of Abraham fulfill the promise to be a blessing to the nations if they were to cease to be a nation themselves?

2. God’s reassurance: I made you for My purpose

God’s answer to Habakkuk’s question reassures his servant that just as he is still in control, so also his eternal plans are still in effect. 
14—For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.

God’s eternal purpose is to fill this planet with a knowledge of himself. 
This word “knowledge” means an intimate understanding and acknowledgment of God as the true God that he is. 
Not a vague concept that there might be a divine being out there somewhere. 
Not the spread of religious devotion to the localized gods of each national group. 
Not a resurgence of spirituality that displaces materialism or rationalism or hedonism. 
But rather a universal knowledge of the true and only God. 
A knowledge of the LORD, Yahweh, Jehovah, the God who is.

And more than simply an awareness of the existence of this one and only God, verse 14 says a knowledge of the glory of the LORD. 
The glory of the Lord is that outward and knowable aspect of God’s being, including his royal majesty and his awesome power.

This has been God’s express purpose since the moment he created Adam & Eve, our first two parents. 
His purpose was and is to create a being among all his physical creation that knowingly and willingly relates to and worships him. 
Rocks and mountains and rivers and oceans, for all their intrinsic strength and timelessness can’t do that—
they have no sense of individual identity that can relate to God or actively worship him; plants can’t do it either despite their variety and intricacy and beauty; animals can’t do it, even though many animals can think and communicate and form communities and accomplish tasks, because they have no souls, they have no ability to consciously, willfully, choose to worship God. 
Only humans have the God-given capacity to choose to know God and worship him by an act of our wills.

This is an ability God built into us. 
But to have a will is to have the capacity to not only choose to worship God but also to choose not to relate to and worship him. 
And this second path is the choice Adam & Eve made, and each of us have made since them. 
Although we retain a will, that will has become enslaved by our sin such that, apart from a supernatural activity of God on our behalf, we can no longer choose to relate to or worship God. 
Neither do we even want to.

But even our rebellion as a species cannot nullify the plans and purposes of God. 
God proclaims that knowledge of his glory will cover the earth. 
God has been working to accomplish this plan since the moment of Adam & Eve’s rebellion. 
He communicated that plan to a man named Abram. 
And he promised to build the descendents of this one man into a nation of priests, attracting the other nations of the world to come and see the glory of God. 
He determined to take on our humanity by being born as a son of this nation and living a dying within the confines of this one nation. 
He then entrusted the message of his plan to a new people, called the church—
a people broader and more far-reaching than simply one particular ethnic group. 
The church encompasses people from every tribe and tongue and nation and ethnicity. 
And his plan will culminate with the return of his Son Jesus as the king over one world government and one world nation.

In this statement in Habakkuk 2:14 God demonstrates that history has meaning. 
History is not a meaningless branching out of separate peoples nor a karmic repetition of cycles. 
History is linear. 
History is purposeful. 
History has a goal and is moving inexorably toward that goal. 
History is His story—the story of our God and how he is filling the world with the knowledge of his glory.

And we can know for absolute certain that his story will be accomplished because God promises that his glory will be known as comprehensively as water covers the oceans. 

3. My response: Join God in fulfilling His plan
Since God has a plan and it will be accomplished, our expected response is to join Him in what He is doing.
In order to do this, we need to be aware of what He is doing. 

We need to look for God at work.

So often we concentrate on what is wrong—and there is plenty to see—but what is right?

As most of you know, Kathi and I serve in majority-Muslim countries to encourage Christian leaders within these countries as they love their neighbors by sharing the gospel with them.

One group we meet with has a goal this year of seeing 100 Muslims come to faith in Jesus and become disciple makers too.

It’s not easy work.

It requires dedicated and consistent prayer.

It requires building trusting relationships where believers listen and care for their neighbors.

It requires boldness to share Jesus in a country where conversion from Islam is prohibited by law and punished with social ostracism, loss of jobs, mob violence, and even prison.
This group is praying for 100 Muslims to come to Christ this year.

As of today, X have put their faith in Christ.

And there are still five more months in the year.

God is at work throughout the Muslim majority world to bring lost souls to himself.

Just as He is at work right here in America.

Look for where and how he is working and join Him.

C. God is just

But what about the problem of evil? 

Will God’s glory spreading like water merely flow around evil strongholds or cover them over without taking care of the issue of sin? 

1. My fear: the guilty get away with their sin

This was part of Habakkuk’s dilemma with God’s solution of using the wicked to discipline the righteous. 

What about punishment for the wicked?

Habakkuk wondered whether the guilty would get away with their sin.
In his response to Habakkuk, God acknowledges five specific sins of the Babylonians.

He addresses these sins through five “woes.” 

Let’s look at the words God uses that expressed the concerns of his prophet Habakkuk:

6b—“‘Woe to him who piles up stolen goods and makes himself wealthy by extortion! How long must this go on?’

Robbery, extortion, inequity
9— “Woe to him who builds his house by unjust gain, setting his nest on high to escape the clutches of ruin!

Exploitation, greed, Isolation, self-interest

12— “Woe to him who builds a city with bloodshed and establishes a town by injustice!

Violence, murder, chaos, injustice
5—“Woe to him who gives drink to his neighbors, pouring it from the wineskin till they are drunk, so that he can gaze on their naked bodies!

Drunkenness, hedonism, pornography, immorality
19—"Woe to him who says to wood, ‘Come to life!’ Or to lifeless stone, ‘Wake up!’ Can it give guidance? It is covered with gold and silver; there is no breath in it.”

False religions, deception, idolatry
The sins that God acknowledges in his answer to Habakkuk’s prayer are the same sins we face in our time in our world that is spinning out of control.
Brazen shoplifting and looting that have forced many businesses to close their doors, especially in communities most needing of their business.

Corporate greed gobbling up smaller businesses to increase market share, driving out competition and raising prices on needed goods.

The wholesale slaughter of the unborn that is promoted as protecting women’s rights.

Escalating physical violence making whole sections of our cities danger zones.

The availability of pornography at the push of a button on your phone.

Fetanyl and other narcotics streaming across our southern border driven by the demand of those trying to escape a spinning world.

And the list goes on. 

Does God see this?

Does God care?

Will he just ignore this spinning world?

2. God’s reassurance: I will punish all wickedness

God reassures Habakkuk and us that his glory spreading over the earth as the waters cover the sea includes judging and punishing all who resist him. 

He promises that those who are exploited and oppressed will become the oppressors:
7-8—Will not your creditors suddenly arise? Will they not wake up and make you tremble? Then you will become their prey. Because you have plundered many nations, the peoples who are left will plunder you.
God declares that no power exceeds his power:
13—Has not the Lord Almighty determined that the people’s labor is only fuel for the fire, that the nations exhaust themselves for nothing?

And God promises that He will carry out complete retribution against all sin:
16—You will be filled with shame instead of glory. Now it is your turn! Drink and let your nakedness be exposed! The cup from the Lord’s right hand is coming around to you, and disgrace will cover your glory.

3. My response: rest in God’s justice (2:13)
God promised that he would judge Babylon and Babylon would be punished for its sin
Although God would use even the wicked to accomplish his purposes, his use of them did not mean his approval of their rebellion. 

Babylon of course was destroyed, practically overnight, in 537 BC when Cyrus the Persian captured the capital city by diverting the flow of the Euphrates and entering the city by means of its sewers.

But God’s promise of judgment of evil extends beyond the Babylonians. 

Verse 13 promises that God will judge all the nations that reject him—"Has not the LORD Almighty determined that the people’s labor is only fuel for the fire, that the nations exhaust themselves for nothing?”
The world tells you to respond in kind toward those who harm you. 
But God assures you through his response to Habakkuk that He truly is a God of justice who sees every harm, recognizes its evil, and will punish the offender

So how do we respond to God’s promise of justice? 

We learn not to be discouraged by the seeming pervasiveness of sin in our day. 

God is still on his throne and still working out his plans. 

A Christmas carol we rarely sing but should is Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s poem I heard the Bells on Christmas Day. 

Listen to the words of this 19c American poem captures God’s promise to Habakkuk:

I heard the bells on Christmas day their old familiar carols play, and wild and sweet the words repeat of peace on earth, good will to men. And in despair I bowed my head: “There is no peace on earth,” I said, “For hate is strong, and mocks the song of peace on earth good will to men. Yet pealed the bells more loud and deep: “God is not dead, nor doth He sleep; the wrong shall fail, the right prevail, with peace on earth good will to men.

Is this just hopeful thinking? 

Do we just use this promise of future judgment and deliverance to give us a psychological boost that allows us to cope with our difficult circumstances?

Not at all.

Knowing that God is firmly seated on his throne, has a plan to fill this earth with a knowledge of his glory, and will repay every wrong is the very foundation of our daily faith.

God calls each of us who have put our trust in Jesus to live by that faith daily.

We are not just to have faith in Jesus for our eternal salvation and then live our daily lives in worry and fear.
No, the same faith that results in our eternal salvation is the faith that is required to live with hope and joy and confidence in our daily circumstances.

Yes, this world is spinning out of control…at least from our limited perspective.

But the reality is that this spinning world is completely under the control of its Creator.

In actuality, it is spinning in the direction God intends as he works out his plan to make himself known to all people everywhere.

And he will even use the ungodly to discipline his own children so that we will align ourselves with his plan and become the faith walking children he desires us to be.

Let’s pray.
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