I Will Wait for You, God
Habakkuk 2:1-3 (p. 699)

I hate to wait. 
I’m not boasting because impatience is not a virtue. 
The Bible tells us that patience is one aspect of the fruit of the Spirit God desires to produce in our lives. 
The Bible also says that love is patient. 
So impatience is a sinful habit I’m not particularly pleased about having.

But I come by it honestly. 
For years in the Army, I had jobs that required me to make nearly instantaneous decisions in a variety of areas. 
I was an operations officer, which means that every imaginable problem would filter through my telephone or across my desk needing an almost immediate decision about what to do about the problem or who to refer it to. 
So, I developed habits of making quick decisions—and expected others to do the same.

While that may have been a useful skill at times in the Army, it led to an attitude of impatience with both myself and others 
when a decision took, by my standards, a little too long to make. 
And that has implications for my prayer life as well. 
I have a tendency in prayer to demand of God an instant answer to whatever request is on my heart. 
Again, I come by this honestly. 
The Bible is full of admonitions to bring our requests to God and equally full of promises that God not only hears those prayers but delights to answer them.

So, I have a hard time waiting for an answer from God in prayer. 
And that means that I have a tendency to go ahead and answer my own prayer by my own resources, rather than wait for God’s answer. 
Can anyone here relate?

That’s why we need to learn from God again what his expectations are for prayer. 
And there is one book of the Bible that is especially useful for learning how to pray correctly: the tiny book of Habakkuk in the Old Testament. 
This three-chapter book contains three prayers prayed by a Jewish prophet and two answers to those prayers from God. 
As Habakkuk engaged God in prayer, he grew in his experience of intimacy with God, his faith in God, and his ability to pray more effectively.

Two weeks ago, we examined Habakkuk’s first recorded prayer in the book. 
Habakkuk had looked around at the despicable circumstances in his society—a society filled with violence, conflict and disregard for God’s moral law—and asked God basically: 
Where are you, God?

God graciously and directly answered Habakkuk’s prayer by saying that he had heard his servant’s prayer, 
was able to do something about the despicable circumstances Habakkuk had described, 
and was about to do it by sending another nation in to destroy his own people.

Habakkuk couldn’t believe God’s answer. 
So, he prayed a second time and asked God basically, “Is that really you, God?”
He couldn’t believe that a God who cared about his own people, 
a God who had created and sustained them over the years, 
a God who was holy, 
could use evil to accomplish good. 
We learned last week that Habakkuk’s problem was not a false understanding of who God is, but rather a false understanding about who God’s people are.
This morning, we are going to examine the end of Habakkuk’s second prayer and then the beginning of God’s response to him. 
We’ll find that prayer often involves waiting: 
waiting both to hear from God and waiting for his answer. 
But that waiting is intentional. 
Waiting is a gift from God that builds our confidence in him rather than in ourselves.

Let’s open our Bibles and examine Habakkuk’s prayer and God’s response. 
Turn to Habakkuk chapter 2. 
Follow along as I read the first three verses of chapter two. Habakkuk 2:1-3—I will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts; I will look to see what he will say to me, and what answer I am to give to this complaint. Then the LORD replied: “Write down the revelation and make it plain on tablets so that a herald my run with it. For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end and will not prove false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not delay.

This morning we are going to see three truths from these three verses: 
first, we’ll see that prayer involves intentionally watching for God to answer us. 
Second, we’ll see that prayer involves believing that God desires to work to satisfy our needs. 
And third, we’ll see that prayer involves patiently waiting for God to work out his solution.
A. Habakkuk’s prayer: I will watch (1:13)
Habakkuk’s second prayer actually begins in chapter one, verse 12. 
Look back at 1:13—Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrong. Why then do you tolerate the treacherous? Why are you silent while the wicked swallow up those more righteous than themselves?
Here’s the crux of the issue for Habakkuk in God’s plan to use the Babylonians as his tool of discipline of his own people, the Jews: 
Why does a good God allow bad things to happen to good people? 
It’s a dilemma that many of us wrestle with on a constant basis. 
Why do I get a chronic illness when I am eating the right things, exercising regularly, and avoiding risky behavior, while my neighbor who eats and drinks to excess, won’t walk around the block, and is involved in all kinds of destructive activities is healthy as a horse? 
Why do I get fired from my job when I am more competent than my co-workers and more diligent than they? 
Why do my kids rebel when they were raised in a good family and a good church? 
Why can’t I afford a boat and a car and a nice house and a good vacation when I tithe regularly and am conservative with my spending?
That’s Habakkuk’s dilemma and complaint that he pours out to God in prayer. 
And he ends that prayer with these words in 
2:1—I will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts; I will look to see what he will say to me, and what answer I am to give to this complaint. 
As Habakkuk wraps up his second prayer, he shows us the attitudes in prayer we should have if we are to receive an answer from God.
1. Expecting God will answer when I pray (2:1a)
The first attitude Habakkuk shows us is his expectation that God will answer him when he prays. 
Now admittedly, he’s already had experience with God directly answering his prayer. 
Chapter one records his first prayer and God’s direct response to that prayer. 
Based on this experience, Habakkuk expects that God will answer him again.

But notice his posture as he waits for God’s answer. 
Verse 1a— I will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts; I will look to see what he will say to me…
Habakkuk says he will stand at his watch and station himself on the ramparts; 
he will look to see what God will say to him. 
Habakkuk doesn’t simply bow his head, fold his hands, and say a little prayer before he digs into his meal, promptly forgetting what he just prayed about. 
No, Habakkuk compares prayer to warfare. 
Habakkuk adopts the attitude of a sentry standing at his watch on a city wall.

In Habakkuk’s day, cities were encircled by walls to afford them protection from dangers in the countryside. 
These dangers might be from wild animals, but much more likely wild people. 
Sentries were often posted, especially at night, who would scan the countryside outside the walls to check for dangers and to warn those inside.

That’s the attitude that Habakkuk adopts in anticipating God’s answer. 
He stands at his post and waits until God answers him. 
Nothing else is as important to Habakkuk as hearing God’s response to his question, so Habakkuk single-mindedly waits for that answer.
2. Anticipating I will see the answer (2:1b)
And Habakkuk anticipates that he will see the answer God gives him. 
He says 1b— I will look to see what he will say to me… 
Habakkuk expects God to answer so he is diligent to watch for that answer. 

Like a faithful sentry, Habakkuk strains his eyes outward into the darkness to pick up any glimmer of an approaching answer to his question.

There is no doubt in Habakkuk’s mind that God will answer him. 
He says 1b— I will look to see what he will say to me…
Do you have the same anticipation that God will answer you when you pray? 
Or do you merely wish God would, or hope God would, but you have no assurance that he will answer your prayer?

God’s Word promises that God will answer. 
Habakkuk’s contemporary, the prophet Jeremiah quoted God’s promise to his children (33:3)—Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know. 
Jesus promised his followers in Luke 11:9—So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 
And in John 16:24 –Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete. 
The author of Hebrews tells us in 4:16—Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.
3. Recognizing I may stand alone (2:1a)
Now when you adopt the attitude of Habakkuk in prayer, you may just find yourself alone. 
Look again at verse 1a— I will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts;
You may find that others don’t share your confidence in God answering prayer. 
You may have to stand alone as you wait.
The conventional wisdom is that waiting for God to answer is foolish. 
The conventional wisdom is to seek the counsel of others you can see rather than wait for an answer from someone you can’t see. 
The conventional wisdom is that prayer is a last resort rather than a first resort.

Habakkuk knew that engaging God in prayer about the situation in his society was going against the flow. 
Habakkuk compares his anticipation that God will answer him to a sentry standing alone on the walls of the city waiting.

Have you ever waited alone for something to happen? 
Maybe it was waiting to give a ride to a friend who was getting off work late. 
Maybe waiting in a hospital emergency room for news on a loved one. 
Maybe it was sentry duty in the military.

There are few things more lonely than waiting alone. 
And when we’ve known that sort of loneliness, there is nothing more comforting than for someone to join us in our waiting. 
Often nothing even needs to be said; 
just being together takes some of the pain of waiting away.

Habakkuk’s attitude expected God to answer him, anticipated seeing that answer, and recognized that he may have to wait alone for that answer. 
But he was willing to do so because he was committed to watching for God’s answer.
4. Willing to implement His answer (2:1b)
But Habakkuk not only expected and anticipated that God would answer him and recognized that in waiting for God’s answer he may be waiting alone, 
Habakkuk showed a readiness to implement in his own life whatever answer God gave him.
Habakkuk concludes his prayer by saying 1b … I will look to see what he will say to me, and what answer I am to give to this complaint.
Habakkuk’s prayers were not just the mental ramblings of a curious man. 
Habakkuk was grappling with issues of theology that had very practical implications for his life.

Many times, we are not. 
Many times, we study God’s Word to explore esoteric issues that have no practical significance to us at all. 
We study what the Bible says about origins not so we will know how to relate to the Creator or the creation, but rather to satisfy our insatiable appetite about how things work.

We study eschatology not so that we can be ready for the Lord’s Return, but rather so that we can fill in charts in a workbook 
or argue with our Christian friends about whether this current event or that current event is an indicator of the imminent return of Christ or a foreshadowing of the Antichrist.

Once when I was being interviewed to pastor a church, one man, desiring to test my Bible knowledge, asked me the name of the man whose ear Peter chopped off in the Garden of Gethsemane. 
I should have asked him how knowing Malchus’ name was helpful to him in drawing nearer to his Lord, but I was too polite at the time.

Notice that Habakkuk is actively seeking an answer to his question why do bad things happen to good people 
not simply to satisfy his own curiosity 
but in order to apply the answer to his own life.

Habakkuk never forgot that he was a prophet—a spokesperson for God to the people of God. 
He was ready for God to answer his question so that he could give the answer to others.

When we pray, we should pray that the answer we receive from God will not only help us know and serve him better, but will be useful to others as well.
5. Admitting I might be wrong (1:13, 2:1b)
Now Habakkuk needed to have this attitude of implementation because he had asked God a very difficult question. 
Look again at Habakkuk’s question in 1:13— Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrong. Why then do you tolerate the treacherous? Why are you silent while the wicked swallow up those more righteous than themselves? 
That’s a pretty strong question about God’s justice. 
Habakkuk is genuinely confused at how a holy, pure, sinless God can use unholy, impure, and sinful people to accomplish his will.

And so Habakkuk admits he may be wrong.

Habakkuk concludes his prayer by saying 1b … I will look to see what he will say to me, and what answer I am to give to this complaint.

If you are looking at a Bible in your hands, you’ll see by the footnote in verse 1 that translators are unsure just how to render this final phrase. 
Several English translations translate the final word as “complaint.” 
That’s how it is translated in the New International Version that we are using this morning. 
The New Living, New Revised Standard and English Standard versions also have “complaint.” 
But other translations turn it around as in the footnote. 
Instead of “complaint” the NAS and KJV say, “when I am rebuked.”
Habakkuk’s first prayer had contained questions about God’s nature, character, and activities (or lack of activity) in the world. 
God’s response to this prayer had been a mild rebuke of the prophet’s narrow focus. 
So in this second prayer, Habakkuk admits that he may not be understanding the situation correctly. 
He anticipates that God will either answer the question he has raised, so that he can provide an answer to others who ask the same; 
or that God will rebuke him for his ignorance and presumption in asking questions beyond his ability to understand.
Either way, Habakkuk has learned that the best person to take our questions to about God is God himself. 
How ironic that God is often the last person we talk to about who he is.

We read books, we attend seminars, we shoot the breeze with our buds, we read blogs, we watch movies, we study the stars, we contemplate our navels, 
but we rarely go directly to God to find out who he is and what he is doing.

It reminds me of the way I first began to date Kathi when we first met in high school. 
I was too shy to talk to her directly so I would talk to her friends. 
I would observe her on the bus going to school and observe who she would talk with then I would talk with that girl and ask questions about her. 
Instead of going directly to her to get to know her, I would ask her friends if they thought she would like me. 
This went on for many weeks. 
Before I ever asked her directly, I asked one of her friends if she thought Kathi would go out with me to the movies. 
Then when I finally got up the nerve to ask her out, I said something foolish like, “a bunch of us are going to the movie tonight, you want to meet us there?”

Unfortunately, many of us approach God the same way. 
We don’t go to him directly to ask him who he is and what he requires, we ask others their opinions about God. 
What we often know or don’t know about God is merely the parroting of what others know or don’t know about God.

But Habakkuk’s approach was different. 
He went directly to God with his questions and then waited directly for God to answer his questions.

But not in a demanding manner or attitude, 
rather with a humble admission that his concepts about God, his perceptions of God’s nature and activity may be wrong. 
He admitted that he could be mistaken, and he welcomed God’s correction in his life. 
He had been honest to state his questions, now he was being humble to wait for God’s answers.

B. God’s promise: I will work (2:2)
Verse 1 records the end of Habakkuk’s second prayer to God. 
In this ending, Habakkuk shows us the attitudes and admissions that we need to have to expect God to answer our prayers. 

The rest of chapter 2 records God’s answer to Habakkuk’s second prayer. 
We’ll just examine the first two verses of that answer this morning to see God’s promise to us and God’s principle for us when we pray with the right attitude and admission to him.

We read in verse 2—Then the LORD replied: “Write down the revelation and make it plain on tablets so that a herald my run with it. 
Habakkuk’s watching for God’s answer had paid off. 
God replied to him, but more than that, God revealed to him a promise: that He will work. 
How God would work is spelled out in the rest of the chapter; 
in this opening statement of God’s revelation he merely states that He has heard his servant’s prayer and is responding to it with a revelation.
1. I cannot know God’s work if God doesn’t reveal it (2:2a)
2a—Then the LORD replied: “Write down the revelation 
The word revelation reminds us that we cannot know God’s mind or actions unless He chooses to reveal them to us.

Habakkuk had been wrestling with the revelation he has already received from God. 
He had been wrestling with the revelation that God’s plan to take care of the violence, injustice, destruction, strife and conflict in his nation was to send a much more evil nation to discipline his people. 
This hasn’t made sense to Habakkuk. 
Habakkuk’s reason couldn’t connect the dots. 
He wrestled with the apparent injustice of this plan. 
He wrestled with the eternal question of why bad things happen to good people.

There is no way that Habakkuk, looking at the invasion of his country by the Babylonians, would have concluded that it was the will or action of God that caused the Babylonians to invade. 
There is no way that Habakkuk could have reasoned in his own mind that God would use the evil Babylonians as a tool to discipline the covenant people of God.

Likewise, we cannot reason with our own minds that any challenging situation in our lives is the result of a good God. 
Oh, we can reason that a good God would use bad things in the lives of bad people to judge them. 
We can reason that God would send AIDS as a punishment for homosexual activity and drug abuse, because those activities are clearly sinful. 
But why does a newborn baby get AIDS? 
Why does a faithful wife get an STD when her husband is unfaithful? 
Why does a teenager returning from a church campout get killed by a drunken driver? 
Why does an Israeli bomb land on a Lebanese Christian’s home instead of on the home of his Muslim neighbor?
You see our reason cannot understand these things. 
To understand requires revelation from God. 
Revelation illuminates what we cannot see ourselves. 
Habakkuk had questions about God that his reason could not answer, so he took those questions directly to God and God graciously revealed His answers to those questions. 
Habakkuk wrestled in his own mind and with his own reason to try and answer the questions, but he couldn’t do it. 
He had to admit this reality and bring his questions to the only One who could answer them.
2. God chooses to reveal his work to me (2:2a)
2a—Then the LORD replied: “Write down the revelation…” 
We cannot know God’s work if he does not reveal it to us, but the good news is that God chooses to reveal his work to us. 
God has a plan for redeeming this world: a plan that started in the Garden and will conclude one day in the City. 
It’s the unifying theme that connects the 66 books of the Bible, written over the course of 1,500 years, on three continents, in three languages, by scores of people. 
It’s a story with six unfolding acts: 
God makes a nation, 
he disciplines that nation, 
he prepares that nation for a messiah. 
That Messiah is born, lives, dies, and is resurrected within that nation. 
He then builds His church, 
that prepares the way for his return as king over the entire world. 
Six great movements in history that are only understandable because God chooses to reveal in this Bible how the pieces connect.
Habakkuk couldn’t understand why Babylon would invade, capture, and deport the people of Judah from the Promised Land. 
He couldn’t understand how this was consistent with God’s promise to Abraham to build a nation that would be a blessing to the entire world.

But in God’s answer to Habakkuk’s question recorded here in chapter 2, God reassures Habakkuk that Babylon would itself be disciplined in time because God’s promise to build a nation as a blessing to the other nations was still in effect. 
However, that nation would need to be disciplined and refined if it were to be used as the channel of blessing God intended it to be.

God reveals His macro plan for human history as well as His micro plan for your life and for mine. 
He reveals in this Bible that he loves each and every one of us. 
He loves us because we are his special creation. 
He loves us because we all bear his image. 

But we’ve all sinned. 
Every one of us. 
And that sin has distorted the glory of his image in us. 
God wants to renew that image in each of us. 
To do this, God sent his own Son to be born as a human being, live a life that perfectly represented God, and then die as a substitute for our sin on a cross. 
But Jesus didn’t stay dead. 
Three days after being crucified he rose from the dead, showed himself to his followers, and then ascended to heaven, where he remains until the day he returns to rule over this planet as its rightful king.

God’s plan for every human being is to receive the forgiveness he offers us through trusting in Jesus as our Savior and following Jesus as our Lord. 
The moment we receive this gift of God’s grace, he makes us one of his children and fills us with Himself.
Now again, this is not intuitive stuff. 
Unless had God revealed this plan to us through His inspired Word, we could not know how to have a relationship with Him.

Our reason would tell us that we would need to strive to be good enough to gain God’s attention and blessing.

Our reason would tell us that although we’re not entirely good, we’re better than others.
Our reason would tell us that God probably grades on the curve and we’ll be alright in the end.

But of course, this is not what God reveals in the Bible.

God reveals that none of us measure up to his standard

Therefore, the only way we can have a relationship with him is if he takes the initiative to extend mercy to us for falling short 

and then grant us grace to be forgiven through faith in the perfect work of Jesus. 

Our reason doesn’t reveal this

But the Bible does.

And that is because the Bible is God’s revelation.

3. God’s Word is His revelation (2:2)
The Bible is God’s revelation to everyone of His plan for everyone. 
This is why God tells Habakkuk, according to verse 2— “Write down the revelation and make it plain on tablets so that a herald may run with it.
The word “tablets” is an allusion to the Law that God first revealed to Moses as he inscribed it with his very own hand on two stone tablets Moses brought him. 
God is telling Habakkuk that the vision he is seeing is part of that revelation and to be included in the Bible.

Notice what God tells Habakkuk to do with this new revelation: 2—"Then the LORD replied: “Write down the revelation…”

God tells Habakkuk first to write it down so that others could read it. 
Writing things down is a way to maintain accuracy, especially when the fulfillment of what is written takes a long time.

But more important than maintaining accuracy is maintaining consistency of the revelation. 
The written word of God is objective: it is available to all for all to read for themselves. 
It doesn’t require some special holy person to tell us what God’s will is. 
It doesn’t require me, or pastor Darin, or an elder, or your mother or father, or a teacher to tell you what God’s will is—it is written so that you can read it for yourself.

The written Word of God is so much more reliable than any other means by which God can and does reveal himself to us, because it is objective. 
The impressions we receive from God’s Spirit, 
the feelings we often receive when we are in tune with God’s voice, 
the open and closed doors of circumstances, 
the opinions of others 
can all be helpful, 
but they are all subjective. 
Only the written Word of God is indisputable, 100% accurate, available for all to read for themselves.

And intended by God to be understood. 
Notice what God says in verse 2—Then the LORD replied: “Write down the revelation and make it plain on tablets. 
The Bible is not some code that requires supercomputers to decipher—it is plain. 
The Bible is not some mysterious puzzle that requires fluency in ancient languages like Hebrew or Greek or a seminary education or an in-depth study of a foreign culture to figure out. 
The Bible can be understood by a child. 
By a brand-new believer

Even by someone who cannot read

God told Habakkuk to make it plain so people could understand his Word of revelation.

Some places that Kathi and I have had the joy of going and serving have people that cannot read or do not have the Bible translated yet into their heart language.

How can they understand what God has revealed in words that are written?

To overcome illiteracy, we often tell or even act out the many stories in the Bible.

Then we ask questions to see if the principles in the stories were understood.

We don’t make up other stories, but rather use the stories contained in the Bible to communicate spiritual truths.
That is helpful for understanding the words, but understanding is not enough.

God not only reveals his truth in words that are written and to be understood, but also so that we will apply those words to our lives.
Look at the last phrase in verse 2—Then the LORD replied: “Write down the revelation and make it plain on tablets so that a herald may run with it.”
It could be that God means for Habakkuk to write down the revelation of his will and plan on tablets so that others could take the message to those who needed to hear it. 
That certainly is consistent with what we read elsewhere about the responsibility that we who understand God’s revelation have to take the message of God’s love and salvation to others.

But other English versions (and our note at the bottom of the page) translate this a little differently. 
The NAS says—That the one who reads it may run. 
Here the meaning of run is more symbolic: run is a metaphor for how we live. 
In other words, God said to Habakkuk:

“Write my revelation down and explain it clearly so that those who read it can understand it and run with it.”
And this would be consistent with what David wrote in the Psalms:

Psalm 119:105 says—Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. 
Psalm 119:32 says—I run in the path of your commands, for you have set my heart free.

Whether we run with the message to others so that they will be set free from sin to know God, 
or whether the message we reads sets our hearts free to run with God, 
either way, the revelation of God is to be applied to our lives.
C. My Response: I must wait patiently for God to do His work (2:3)

Habakkuk had prayed that he would watch intently for God’s answer to him. 
God had responded by promising to work out his plan 
and He revealed this plan to Habakkuk so that Habakkuk could know it and share it and live it.
But before unveiling the details of his work, God gives a principle about prayer: we must wait for him to work out his plan according to his own timetable. 
Look at verse 3—For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end and will not prove false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not delay.
Like me, Habakkuk was impatient. 
“How long?” he had asked God in his first prayer. 
And God had responded by telling Habakkuk that he would do something about the immorality and idolatry in Judah in Habakkuk’s own day. 

“I will stand…I will look to see,” Habakkuk had prayed in his second prayer regarding God’s judgment upon the Babylonians whom God would use to discipline his own people. 

In both prayers, Habakkuk wanted an immediate answer to his problems. 
He wanted God to correct the violence and disregard of God’s Law in his own people; 
and he wanted God to judge the Babylonians for their violence against his own people. 
But God answered Habakkuk, “Not yet.”

“Are we there yet?” 
“Did the check come yet?” 
“Did the plane land yet?” 
“Is it soup yet?” 
I’m not the only one who struggles with impatience. It’s a common sin in all of us—especially when we know the answer is coming but it hasn’t yet arrived.

We know Jesus is returning, but we don’t know when. 
We know when he returns he will dry every tear from our eyes and right every wrong done against us, but not yet.

We live between the times the same as Habakkuk lived between the times. 
Habakkuk lived between the time of God’s past blessing on his people—
their delivery from slavery, 
their receiving of God’s Law, 
their conquest and occupation of the Promised Land, 
their installation of a king who loved God, taught his word, and saw the nations streaming to Jerusalem to worship him. 
And God’s future blessing of his people when God would send them the Messiah. 
Habakkuk lived in the dark times between these two blessings.

He lived in the present, when there were more questions than answers, 
when God’s people had drifted back into sinful patterns of thoughts and actions, 
when the nation was a footnote in the world, squeezed between Egypt and Assyria and Babylon.
We too live between the times. 
We look back at Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection. 
We look back at Pentecost. 
We look back on a multiplying church that was seeing thousands come to faith daily and planting churches all over the place. 
And we look forward to Christ’s return and peace and prosperity and plenty.

But we live in the now when the tendency is to be squeezed into the mold of the world around us. 
Where defeat and disease and death are more common than victory.

1. God’s promise is certain
We need to listen again to God’s Word to Habakkuk: 
Because it is a certain word: 
3—For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end and will not prove false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not delay.
God’s promise is certain because it is promised by One who never lies and cannot lie. 
When God makes a promise, it will not prove false; 
it will certainly be fulfilled.

The people of God have always had to live between the times. 
That’s what faith is all about. 
The eleventh chapter of Hebrews describes faith as believing in the sure promises of God even when circumstances scream at us that such faith is foolish.

Abraham had to believe God’s Word was true that he would have a son even when his wife was well past her childbearing years. 
Joshua had to believe God’s Word was true that the walls of Jericho would fall simply by marching around the city and proclaiming God’s praise. 
Hosea had to believe God’s Word was true that one day his wife would be faithful to him even though she had been adulterous time after time after time.
After describing the heroes of faith recorded in the Old Testament, Hebrews 11:39 says— These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised.
2. God’s timing is not mine
We can trust God’s promises even when our circumstances don’t affirm them when we remember that God’s timing is not ours. 

God is in charge of time. 
He says that the fulfillment of his promise to Habakkuk 3—For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end and will not prove false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not delay.
God has a time in his mind for fulfilling all his promises, but it is not our time. 

Our perspective on time is limited. 
We can’t see beyond the present because we live perpetually in the present. 
But because time is God’s creation, he holds past, present and future together simultaneously. 

When we grow anxious about time, we try to help God’s plan along, like Abraham did with his wife’s servant girl Hagar. 
Instead, we need to trust the one who says 3—For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end and will not prove false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not delay.
3. I can wait patiently when I take God at his word
God’s answers may appear to linger. 
From our limited, time-bound perspective, God’s answers to our questions and our concerns may seem to take too long. 
But that’s an illusion. 
God’s answers are always right on time—His time not ours.

So how do we gain the patience to wait? 
We gain that patience as we take God at his word. 
When we pray, we should be asking God for answers. 
But we should rarely expect that God will show us a vision or whisper something in our ears as he did with Habakkuk. 
Why? Because Habakkuk was a prophet. 
It was his God-given role to hear from God to proclaim God’s Word to his people.

But what did God tell Habakkuk to do with this revelation? 
Write it down. 
Again, we come back to the Bible, the Word of God. 
The Bible is the writing down of God’s revelation to us. 
The answers to our questions about faith and life are contained in these pages. 
The secret to waiting patiently for God’s answer is to search his Word.

Much of our impatience comes from uncertainty. 
We feel the longer something is delayed, the less control we have over the outcome. 
That’s why we make quick decisions and expect others to do so too. 

Waiting reveals that we aren’t in charge; that we are dependent on others. 
God has us wait for the answer so that we recognize the answer is from Him, not ourselves. 
He has us search His Word to find the answer is already there…and has been there all through our needlessly anxious moments.

It may seem like a truism, but waiting takes time. 
There is no instant solution to waiting, but waiting is necessary to build our faith. 

That’s what Habakkuk was learning as he engaged God in prayer. 
He wanted instant answers and solutions, but God told him to wait.

And God tells us to wait for his answer too. 

Let’s pray.
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