Who Am I, God?

Habakkuk 1:12-17

Have you ever felt reluctant to pray to God because you were afraid of how God would answer? 
Afraid to pray that God will clean out a destructive habit from your life because you fear the process he may use to remove it? 
Afraid to ask God to provide your daily bread, because you’d rather have a healthy reserve on hand rather than live from day to day? 
Afraid to surrender your whole life to God because what if God’s plan for your life is for you to quit your job, pack up the family, and become a missionary in the jungles of Papua New Guinea?
A man named Habakkuk had desperately cried out to God about his world spinning out of control. 
The society in which he lived was filled with violence, strife, and a flagrant disregard for the morality of God’s Word. 
Habakkuk cried out to God to do something about the situation. 
And God answered Habakkuk’s prayer…but in a way that was startling. 
God responded to Habakkuk’s desperate cry to do something by promising to take care of the situation by sending the ruthless and evil Babylonians to destroy his own people.

If I had been Habakkuk, based on God’s answer, I might have been afraid to pray any more. 
But not Habakkuk. 
Habakkuk had resolved to grow in his faith. 
So instead of retreating from God he reengaged God in prayer. 
This morning, while Pastor Darin is on sabbatical, we are going to continue our five-week series I’m calling When My World Is Spinning. 
This morning, we are going to examine the second prayer Habakkuk records in his short, three-chapter prophecy included at the end of the Old Testament. 
Would you please turn in your Bibles to Habakkuk chapter 1?
Last week as we examined Habakkuk’s first prayer, we saw that Habakkuk had his focus on his circumstances rather than the God who is in control of all circumstances. 
This week we’ll see that Habakkuk had learned from God’s response to him and consequently re-focused his attention upon the person of God. 
Yet Habakkuk still had questions about his spinning-out-of-control-world because of a distorted understanding of who he was.

[Slide 1—Habakkuk 1:12-17]

Let’s read verses 12-17—O LORD, are you not from everlasting? My God, my Holy One, we will not die. O LORD, you have appointed them to execute judgment; O Rock, you have ordained them to punish. Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrong. Why then do you tolerate the treacherous? Why are you silent while the wicked swallow up those more righteous than themselves? 
You have made men like fish in the sea, like sea creatures that have no ruler. The wicked foe pulls all of them up with hooks, he catches them in his net, he gathers them up in his dragnet; and so he rejoices and is glad. Therefore he sacrifices to his net and burns incense to his dragnet, for by his net he lives in luxury and enjoys the choicest food. Is he to keep on emptying his net, destroying nations without mercy?
Habakkuk can’t believe what God revealed to him about his plan to correct the despicable circumstances in Judah. 
He is beside himself in confusion. 
How can God use the wicked to punish the righteous? 
How can a God of holiness use evil to effect good? 
Last week, we saw that Habakkuk’s problem was having a distorted view of who God is; 
this week we’ll see that Habakkuk’s problem was having a distorted view of who he was.

[Slide 2— Declaration: God loves me and is able to do anything]
I. Declaration: God loves me and is able to do anything
In God’s response to Habakkuk’s first prayer, God had invited his servant to refocus his attention. 
He had told Habakkuk to regard his voice more attentively—“Look! See! Be amazed! Be astounded!”
God had told Habakkuk to reach beyond his narrow, egocentric, and ethnocentric world and observe God’s work in the nations. 
God had told Habakkuk to realize that He was in complete control of time, of all nations, and of everything going on in the world. 
All of these answers to Habakkuk’s desperate prayer were intended to move Habakkuk’s focus off of his circumstances onto the person of God. 

Now as we begin to examine Habakkuk’s second prayer, it would appear that Habakkuk had indeed refocused his attention upon the person of God. 
He had accused God of being unresponsive, unable, and unjust. 
In his second prayer, Habakkuk shows that he had been wrong. 
His second prayer reflects a correct view of the nature of God.

[Slide 3— The LORD calls me into a personal relationship with Himself: 1:12]
A. The LORD calls me into a personal relationship with Himself (v. 12)
As he had in his first prayer, Habakkuk begins his second prayer by twice referring to God by the name LORD. 
Look at verse 12— O LORD, are you not from everlasting? My God, my Holy One, we will not die. O LORD... 
The name LORD refers to the personal name by which God revealed himself to Moses from the midst of a burning bush when Moses asked God his name.
Moses had been raised in the court of the Pharaoh of Egypt and was well acquainted with the names of the many gods of the Egyptians. 
So when God commissioned him to go back to Egypt and declare God’s word to let his people go, Moses naturally asked God his name. 
And God responded by telling Moses the name by which his people were to know him.
Kathi and I are your full-time missionaries, engaging, encouraging, and equipping leaders primarily in the Middle East, North Africa, and Central Asia as they multiply disciples, churches, leaders that result in Gospel movements. 
We travel throughout this region and meet scores of brothers and sisters.
The first thing we do when we meet someone is ask them their name. 
Because we don’t speak any of the many indigenous languages of the people we meet, we try to learn a phrase in their language that asks the question, “What is your name?”
That’s the easy part. 
The difficult part is remembering all these names, many of which have no English equivalent. 
But every name we hear, whether we understand it or not, has a meaning.

The name LORD, written in all capital letters, is a convention in our English Bibles to refer to the personal name of God. 
Because the original people of God regarded God’s name too holy to pronounce, they used the euphemistic title Adonai—which translates as Lord—
rather than the name God had revealed to Moses, 
which was not Adonai, but rather Yahweh.
Among the various names and titles of God, the name Yahweh most captures the intimate relationship God desires with His own people. 
It is the name that demonstrates to us that God has called us into a relationship with Himself. 
It is the name of God most associated with the people of the Old Covenant, the Old Testament. 
But it is also the name for God that is most precious to us people of the New Covenant, because it is the name that is encased in the name of Jesus, Ye’shua, 
which means: “Yahweh saves.” 
Is God unresponsive? 
Hardly, our loving Father has given us His name so that we can know Him and communicate with Him. 
We are told to come boldly into His presence in prayer because we have a relationship with Him through faith in Jesus Christ. 
Jesus has told us to pray in His name and His Father in heaven will always hear us.

Habakkuk recognized this personal relationship he had with his God in his second prayer. 
He twice referred to God by his name Yahweh. 
Because of this personal relationship, Habakkuk is able to refer to God in verse 12 as my God and my Holy One. 
Habakkuk had grown in his appreciation for who God truly is as he prayed, and so now acknowledged that the LORD calls us into a personal relationship with Himself.
B. My God and Rock can do anything (v. 12, 14)
[Slide 4— My God and Rock can do anything: 1:12, 14]
In his first prayer, Habakkuk had wondered if God was unresponsive because he was not doing anything about his spinning world; 
now Habakkuk acknowledges that God heard his prayer. 
But Habakkuk had also wondered if God was unable to do anything about the despicable circumstances in his life. 
In this second prayer, Habakkuk has grown to see that God is not unable, in fact, his God and Rock can do anything.

He not only refers to God by his personal name, LORD or Yahweh, but also by the description God, which translates the Hebrew word Elohim. 
Elohim is the Creator, the one who, according to Genesis chapter one, created the universe and everything within it.

Habakkuk acknowledges that Elohim is all powerful and sovereign over everything. 
He says in verse 12—you have appointed and you have ordained. 
In verse 14 he says—you have made. 
He refers to God as the Rock, an unmovable, unchanging, and unchangeable force amidst the chaos and anarchy of Habakkuk’s spinning world.

Last week, we considered how our own lives can be just as chaotic and confused as Habakkuk’s situations. 
We considered how there are events or circumstances that feel like they are so ingrained and permanent that it would be impossible for those circumstances to ever change: 
a chronic illness, 
a disability, 
an estranged relationship, 
a load of consumer debt, 
a destructive habit, 
a destroyed reputation. 
Each of us has something in our lives, no matter how big or small, that we feel is just unchangeable. 
It’s a burden or condition that may not always be on the front burner of our life, but it is there nonetheless. 
This situation robs us of the joy we long to have. 
And because we’ve tried and failed to overcome this challenge over and over again, we think that it is impossible for God to do anything about it because God is unable.

Habakkuk believed that lie about the despicable circumstances in his country until he began to focus his attention not on his circumstances, but on the true character of God. 
As he focused upon God’s character, he reflected in his prayer that God is the Creator, Elohim, God—that all that exists does so because God made it. 

He reflected that God not only created everything but also continues to shape and move events and situations in the world he has created: 
you have appointed…you have ordained. 
God is able to do anything. 
He is the Rock who can fall upon our problem and crush it. 
And He is the Creator who can remake any aspect of our lives to enhance His glory and further our good. 
That’s what Habakkuk reveals in his second prayer that he has learned about God.
C. My Holy One is righteous (v. 13)
[Slide 5— My Holy One is righteous: 1:13]
In his first prayer, Habakkuk had wondered if God was unresponsive to the prayers of his people or unable to fix the situations in their lives. 
But as he reflected upon God’s answer to his prayer, Habakkuk now knew that God is not unresponsive and not unable. 

But there was a third distorted caricature Habakkuk had thought about God in his first prayer. Habakkuk had wondered if God was unjust. 
In verse 3 he had prayed—why do you make me look at injustice? Why do you tolerate wrong?
God had answered his question by telling his prophet that he was about to do something about the injustice and wrong within the nation of Judah. 
And Habakkuk now acknowledged in his second prayer that indeed God is the Holy One.

The term holy here refers to the purity of God. 
God is incapable of sinning or being tempted by sin. 
God’s purity is unassailable. 
In this respect he is totally other than us. 
Our holiness is always derived—it is not intrinsic to us. 
Our natural bent is toward sin. 
Our natural inclination is toward rebellion against God.

But our God is not like us. 
He is the Holy One—the one according to verse 13 whose eyes are too pure to look on evil. 
This does not mean that God is unaware of evil, but rather he cannot be tempted by it. 
He is not like the gods of Greek and Roman and Norse mythology who were inflamed with the same distorted passions as are humans—just on a superhuman scale. 
No, the God of the Bible is unique among the pantheons of the world’s religions as being a God who is consistently and constantly pure. 
He is holy. 
He is righteous. 
He cannot do wrong. 
He cannot be unjust.

In his first prayer, Habakkuk had asked some strong questions about God. 
As he focused upon his despicable circumstances, he had wondered if God was unresponsive, unable and unjust. 
But God had answered his questions in his response to Habakkuk’s prayer. 
Habakkuk’s distortions about God’s character were changed as Habakkuk asked questions and then listened to the answers God gave him. 
As we observed last week, God is not put off by our questions. 
He hears our questions and answers our concerns as we bring those concerns to him. 
We grow in our faith as we take our questions to God and ask him to answer them.
II. Dilemma: How can God use the wicked to discipline me?

However, Habakkuk wasn’t through asking questions. 
He still had more questions for God. 
In fact, although he acknowledged that God responds to His people because He is personal, 
and God is able to address the problems of his people because he is powerful, 
and God is reliable because he is holy, 
Habakkuk was still struggling with this third aspect of God’s nature. 
He was still struggling with God’s justice. 
Habakkuk simply can’t believe that God was going to use the evil Babylonians to deal with the despicable circumstances in the nation of Judah.
[Slide 6— Dilemma: How can God use the wicked to discipline me?]
It created quite the dilemma for Habakkuk. 
If God is holy and unchanging and has an eternal, covenant relationship with the Jews, then how could God possibly do what He said He was about to do? 
How could God possibly raise up the Babylonians to correct the situation of violence and injustice in the land of Judah? 
How could God use the wicked to discipline the righteous?

And there was no doubt that the Babylonians were utterly wicked. 
God had made that abundantly clear in his answer to Habakkuk’s first prayer, as we saw in verses 5-11. 
Habakkuk had no problem accepting God’s description of how bad the Babylonians were. 
In verses 15-17 Habakkuk describes the ruthlessness of the Babylonians through the analogy of a fisherman. 
Like a fisherman trolling his nets behind his boat and snatching up everything in his path, 
so the Babylonians had captured nation after nation with no one able to escape their nets.

Echoing God’s earlier description to him, Habakkuk called the Babylonians in verse 13 treacherous and wicked. 
In Habakkuk’s mind, the people of Judah were righteous in comparison. 
[Slide 7— Dilemma: How can God use the wicked to discipline me? 1:13]
Let’s read verse 13—"Why then do you tolerate the treacherous? Why are you silent while the wicked swallow up those more righteous than themselves?”
Are you sensing Habakkuk’s dilemma? 
Have you ever felt that same dilemma in your life as well? 
If God is who we say he is, who we believe he is, then how can bad things happen to good people? 
If we tell people that God loves them and has a wonderful plan for their lives 
and yet they see Christians suffering, and persecuted, and in poverty, and dying of incurable illnesses, and losing our jobs, 
then what kind of witness is that of God’s love and care and sovereignty?

Last year in Sweden, a deluded man burned a copy of Islam’s holy book, the Q’uran. 
This individual act by one man led to worldwide condemnation by Muslim clerics and incited violence against Christians in many places.
One of those places was a town in the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. 
On August 16 of last year, a mob of angry townspeople entered 21 church buildings, destroyed the contents including all the Bibles they found, and set the church buildings on fire. 
Then they went to the houses of over 100 known Christians and did the same. 
Terrified believers who were not able to flee from the mobs, were beaten mercilessly while police stood by. 

Several hours after most of the destruction and violence had occurred, the Pakistani government responded by ordering the police to stop the rioting and protect the innocent Christians who had been attacked.

But this was not an isolated incident in this country. 
Killing of Christians, 
imprisonment on charges of blaspheming the Prophet Mohammed, 
widespread slavery, 
and social and economic discrimination are common. 
This year Pakistan is rated by Open Doors as the 7th most dangerous country in the world for Christians. 
Eight of the top ten countries where Christians are persecuted are Muslim-majority countries in the Middle East, North Africa, and Central Asia. 
These are the countries where Kathi and I focus our ministry of encouraging indigenous leaders who are boldly multiplying disciples and planting house churches.

Is it dangerous in your workplace to be a Christian? 
Is it hazardous for you to follow Christ in your school?

Do you wonder why God would allow those who do not follow Christ to persecute you, or ridicule you, or mock you, or dismiss you for following Jesus?

III. Delusion: My view of myself is not how God sees me

Habakkuk’s dilemma flowed out of his attempt to reconcile God’s nature with God’s actions. 
Habakkuk’s dilemma seems reasonable to us, but it really isn’t. 
Habakkuk’s dilemma is based on three faulty delusions about himself.
[Slide 8— Delusion: My view of myself is not how God sees me: I am not good: 1:13]
A. I am not good (v. 13)
The first delusion was that he was good. 
Let’s look at verse 13 again—"Why then do you tolerate the treacherous? Why are you silent while the wicked swallow up those more righteous than themselves?”
In verse 13 he refers to himself and the nation of Israel as the righteous. 

Interestingly, in his first prayer, Habakkuk had acknowledged the true state of his people: 
he had acknowledged that the nation was utterly depraved. 
He had pointed out to God the violence and injustice, strife and conflict that abounded in Judah.

But when Habakkuk was faced with the imminence and reality of God’s judgment, he rationalized that the sin of his nation really wasn’t that bad.

We do the same thing. 
Oh, in our religious moments, we’ll admit that we aren’t as good as we ought to be, but rarely do we admit that we are as bad as God says we are.

But what does Scripture say about us: 
[Slide 9— Delusion: My view of myself is not how God sees me: I am not good: Romans 3:23; Isaiah 64:6; Romans 6:23]
The apostle Paul writes in Romans 3:23—For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 
The bible tells us that all of us have sinned. 
And sin means that we have failed to attain to the standard of God’s righteousness. 
The prophet Isaiah says [64:6]—All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags. 
God regards even our best efforts as filthy things, worthy of only being thrown away and burned. 

God declares that humanity is totally depraved; meaning that nothing we can do can merit God’s approval in any way. 
We are totally helpless to gain God’s favor and earn God’s forgiveness. 
What we deserve from God is his judgment and wrath, because the Bible says in Romans 6:23—the wages of sin is death. 
What we earn by our sin is eternal separation from God and punishment for our disobedience.
The Bible gives us only one remedy for our sin condition: 
That is to accept God’s offer of forgiveness. 
What we cannot do, God did. 
Jesus, the unique God-man, the Second Person of the Trinity, lived a perfect life, never sinning even one time. 
Consequently, he did not earn or deserve death.

When he voluntarily surrendered his life on the cross, God the Father accepted His perfect offering of His perfect life as a substitution for our sinful lives. 
Simply by trusting in this act of obedience on Jesus’ part obtains for us God’s forgiveness and reconciliation. 
When we trust Jesus, we receive God’s complete salvation as a gift.

But let’s be clear about something: having been forgiven doesn’t mean we have become righteous in ourselves. 
Our righteousness—our right standing with God—is imputed or credited to our account. 
Even as Christians, we are not intrinsically good, rather Christ’s goodness is applied to us. 
We remain sinners saved by God’s grace, until a future day when our bodies are transformed. 
At the core of our being, we still retain our propensity and inclination to sin. 
What changes is not our basic nature, nor even our ability to overcome future sin; what changes is Jesus begins to live his perfect life through us. 
What changes is that we now have the power of the Holy Spirit within us to overcome our sinful disposition and equip us to overcome sin in any and every single temptation. 
As Christians, we have the power to live lives that please God, not because we are intrinsically righteous, but because we have been declared righteous and have Christ’s righteousness living in and through us.

Habakkuk’s first delusion was that as a believer in God he was good. 
He was not. 
He remained, as we do, a sinner saved by grace who needed to daily yield his life to God’s power to overcome his sin.

B. I am not worthy (v. 12)
Habakkuk’s first delusion was that he was good. 
Habakkuk’s second delusion was that he deserved God’s salvation, that he was worthy. 
[Slide 10— Delusion: My view of myself is not how God sees me: I am not worthy: 1:12]
He confidently claims in verse 12—we will not die. 
Habakkuk’s confidence rested in being a member of the covenant family of Israel. 
God had sovereignly chosen the nation of Israel out of all the nations of the earth to be his special possession. 
And Habakkuk knew this—and even took pride in this. 
He was confident in his heritage.

But Habakkuk had forgotten why God had chosen Israel in the first place. 
Turn in your bibles to Exodus chapter 19.

[Slide 11— Delusion: My view of myself is not how God sees me: I am not worthy: Exodus 19:3-6]
Exodus 19:3-6— “Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain and said, "This is what you are to say to the house of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel:  ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself.  Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation…’”

What does God say about his purpose in choosing this one nation to be his special, treasured possession? 
What purpose does he have for the nation of Israel? 
Verse 6 says that Israel was to be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. 
Now what is the role of a priest? 
What does a priest do with respect to God and other people? 
A priest mediates. 
A priest brings God and people together. 
A priest represents God to others. 
Israel was to be a mediator of God to the world, representing God to the rest of the world and thus being God’s channel of blessing to the rest of the world.

What would a nation of priests look like? 
Well, God says in Exodus 19:6 that it would be a holy nation—a nation that resembled the holy God that it represented. 
Israel was to be a holy nation, resembling her God that accurately represented God to the rest of the world. 
God’s plan was for the people of the world to hear of the goodness and righteousness of this one nation, with its moral code and joy-filled people and flock to Israel to learn about her God. 
Such a thing actually happened during the reign of King Solomon. 
The reputation of the God-given wisdom of this king spread far and wide and representatives from other nations came to Israel to see for themselves the evidences of who God is.

But why did God choose this particular people? 
Was there something intrinsically better about them that led God to choose them to be his special channel of blessing rather than some other people? 
Were they worthy of God choosing them? 
The answer is found a couple of books later. 
[Slide 12— Delusion: My view of myself is not how God sees me: I am not worthy: Deuteronomy 7:6-8]
Turn over to Deuteronomy 7:6-8—“For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession.  The LORD did not set his affection on you and choose you because you were more numerous than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples.  But it was because the LORD loved you and kept the oath he swore to your forefathers that he brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the land of slavery, from the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt.”
Why did God choose Israel? 
Was it because they were bigger or better than other nations? 
No, God says they were the smallest of people. 
Was it because they were more ethical, or more brilliant, or more refined, or wealthier that God chose them to be his channel of blessing for the rest of the world? 
No, God says it was simply because he chose to love them and to continue to love them because he had committed himself to do so. 

God had chosen one man, a man named Abram. 
He had called this man out of obscurity from among all the people of the world and decided to work out through the descendents of this man a plan to redeem the world from its bondage to sin. 
He committed to work out his plan through the descendents of Abraham and pledged himself to do so by forming a covenant with this man. 
Abraham responded in faith to that covenant and thereby became the beginning of a plan that God worked out through the nation of Israel. 
The culmination of God’s plan would be for God himself to take on the form of humanity and be born as a son of this nation. 
He would grow up within the nation of Israel and then die for not only the sins of Israel but also the sins of the whole world. 
This was all a part of God’s plan.  
But the nation that God chose to fulfill his plan of salvation for the world in time came to believe that it was deserving of God’s merciful use of it. 
Habakkuk needed reminding that he didn’t deserve God’s salvation. 
There was nothing worthy in Habakkuk or in the Jewish people that merited God’s love or choice to use them as his channel. 
But Habakkuk and others had forgotten this truth. 
Habakkuk indicated he believed he deserved God’s salvation: “we will not die,” he confidently asserted.
And unfortunately, this same sentiment pervades God’s new covenant people—the Church. 
[Slide 13— Delusion: My view of myself is not how God sees me: I am not worthy: 1 Peter 2:9]
1 Peter 2:9 says of the church— “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God”… Wow! 
Chosen, royal, holy, belonging to God—that’s pretty heady stuff. 
We can get a big head as Christians thinking about the exalted position that we have in Christ. 
But don’t miss what Peter goes on to say in this verse. 
He gives us the reason for being selected to such a lofty position—that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 
We are saved not so that we can declare our own praises, but that we can give praise to the one who has shown us such grace and mercy.

It is not because we are worthy that we have been called into the assembly of God’s people called the Church. 
It is purely by God’s grace and mercy: grace to give us what we don’t deserve; 
mercy to withhold from us what we do deserve. 
There’s no basis for us to think that we are worthy of such favor.

C. I am no better than others (v. 13)
[Slide 12— Delusion: My view of myself is not how God sees me: I am no better than others: 1:13]
Habakkuk was deluded about his goodness, about being worthy, and finally, Habakkuk was deluded about being better than others. 
In verse 13 Habakkuk asks God how he can possibly watch the Babylonians—swallow up those more righteous than themselves?

What a terrible trap we fall into when we begin to compare ourselves with other people. 
First, it is impossible for us to accurately compare ourselves with anyone else. 
Deluded about our own hearts, we are even blinder to the condition of another person’s heart. 
We can’t even evaluate ourselves correctly, how could we possibly see inside another? 

But more importantly, to compare our relative righteousness is to slip back into believing we have something to offer God. 
The fact is no matter who we are we have fallen short of God’s glory. 

I’ve got a challenge for you this morning. 
I’ll give a hundred dollars to anyone here this morning who can jump up and touch the ceiling without assistance of any kind. 
A hundred dollars to stand right here and jump straight up and touch the ceiling with your hand. 
Any takers?

Why not? Because you know it is impossible to do. 
Now some of you in here could jump higher than others. 
Some of you could get closer to the ceiling than others. 
But no one could actually jump, unaided, and touch the ceiling. 
It is impossible. The ceiling is too high. The standard is impossible to meet.

The same is true of comparing ourselves with one another in trying to attain God’s standard of righteousness. 
None of us can measure up. 
Sure, some of us can get closer, but none of us can reach the goal. 
Consequently, Habakkuk declaring that he and his fellow Jews were more righteous than the Babylonians was really saying next to nothing. 
Neither the Israelites nor the Babylonians, either collectively or individually, measured up to God’s righteousness, which is the only standard that matters.

IV. Determination: Difficult circumstances are God’s tool to show me who I really am

[Slide 13— Determination: Difficult circumstances are God’s tool to show me who I really am]
Habakkuk’s dilemma—how can God use the wicked to discipline the righteous—is shown to be a question with a fatal flaw because it is built on a delusion. 
The delusion is that there was any intrinsic difference between the nation of Israel and the nation of Babylon. 
Both nations were composed of people. 
And the people who composed both nations were all wicked, rebellious, sinners who deserved God’s wrath the same as we do today.

Habakkuk had admitted the wickedness of his own people when his attention was only focused within his country. 
But what Habakkuk had admitted he didn’t really believe. 
When God expanded His prophet’s view to look at the rest of the world, Habakkuk’s false belief about his intrinsic goodness was exposed.

And God promises to uncover our own delusions as we really engage him in prayer. 
As we pray about the wickedness around us and the pain and suffering we sometimes experience because of the evil around us, we can tend to think the problem is all out there somewhere. 
But God is showing us, if we have eyes to see and ears to hear, that the more significant problem is in here—in our own hearts. 
How we react to injustice perpetrated against us shows us what is really in our hearts.

Have you been given opportunity to learn what is in your heart by experiencing injustice in your lives? 
God has given me lots and lots of opportunities to learn this over the years. 
After leaving the staff of Oakwood nearly 25 years ago, we were called to serve a small church in Naples. 

After months of searching, we thought we had found our dream home. 
It was a small villa with a gorgeous waterfront view in a resort area within a couple of miles of the Gulf of Mexico…and it was almost within our budget.

We had searched extensively for a home of our own in the area, but found little in our price range in this very expensive part of Florida. 
However, when we discovered this villa, we immediately put an offer in, and the offer was accepted.

Shortly before closing, we had to make a trip out of town. 
While gone, our agent called and said that the couple we were buying from had decided they no longer wanted to sell. 
They wanted to be released from the contract.

Well, what should we do? Our realtor said that the contract was firm and that there was no legal way they could break it. 
We might have to go to court, but we could certainly have the house. 
So should we push through? 
How should we respond?
It seemed so unfair. We had searched for so long. 
We had been living in a cramped apartment for over two years and needed the additional space. 
We had been searching long enough to know that this was a one-of-a-kind place.

After a long struggle in prayer, Kathi and I decided to release the couple from the contract. 
And the primary reason we did was we saw the situation as an opportunity from God to expose what was really in our hearts. 
What I had seen in my heart was not very pretty: covetousness, materialism, selfishness. 
My heart was focused on earthly things not heavenly; I wanted to demand my rights. 
I thought I was owed such a place because I was serving God in full-time ministry. 
It was not a pretty picture inside of my heart.

Like Habakkuk, I knew truths about God: 
I knew that he had called me into a relationship with himself. 
I knew that he is able to do all things. 
I knew that he is holy and just. 
So why had he allowed this injustice in my life?
The reason was that God’s goal in my life, as in your life, is to continue refining my character so that I enhance his glory in every circumstance of life. 
God places me into challenging circumstances, even subjecting me to injustice, in order to display his glory through me.

So how do we resolve Habakkuk’s dilemma? 
What is the determination to Habakkuk’s question: how can a good God use bad people to discipline us? 
The determination is that we are bad too and need God’s difficult circumstances in our lives to finish the work of transformation He began in us. 
God uses bad people to discipline bad people so that bad people can learn to rely upon God’s goodness and grace.

Let me challenge you, brothers and sisters, to examine your hearts today. 
Habakkuk was one of us: a man who loved God and desired to serve Him and understand his world in relationship to God. 
Habakkuk was a man of prayer who was learning in and through prayer that God wanted to change his life, transforming him into the image of Christ. 
God wants to do the same in each of our lives as well. Prayer is a primary means God uses to do this. 
No prayer, no change. 
So determine to pray, dear friends, and see how God will transform you as he exposes your delusions and resolves your dilemmas so your declarations about him will be true in your world that is spinning.
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